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Breaking his Promise to Emporians, White Takes on the KKK in Kansas.

Words Turn to Deeds

“To the gentle reader...” of The Emporia Gazette
Willi

H iS H a‘t i n th e Ri n éhite Collection, ESU Archives

The 56 year old Republican editor was dismayed that neither gubernatorial
Republican candidate Ben S. Paulen nor Democrat candidate Jonathan M. Davis

would publicly denounce the Ku Klux Klan. In September of 1924 just six weeks

before the November general election White bolts the Republican Party to throw his

hat into the ring to run as an independent candidate for Governor of Kansas. He did

not expect to win but wanted a greater means of bringing ridicule to the

“organization of cowards.”
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