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Historic Sites Board of Review Meeting 

Kansas State Historical Society 

Topeka, KS 

December 1, 2007 

 

Chairman Crosswhite called the meeting of the Historic Sites board of Review to order at 

9:03 am at the Kansas History Center, 6425 SW Sixth Ave, Topeka, Kansas.  Board 

members present were Chairman Craig Crosswhite, David Sachs, Nancy Horst, John 

Hoopes, Leo Oliva, Jim Sherow, and Margaret Wood.  Board members Eric Engstrom, 

Billie Porter, Dan Sabatini and Jennie Chinn were not present.  Cultural Resources staff 

members present were Patrick Zollner, Katrina Ringler, Sarah Martin, Julie Weisgerber, 

Kim Smith, Teresa Kiss, Laura Waggoner, and Kristen Johnston. 

 

Chairman Crosswhite welcomed the visitors and asked them to sign the attendance 

sheets.   

 

Jim Sherow motioned for the approval of the minutes from the August 18
th

, 2007 

meeting, commending Wendy on a job well done. David Sachs seconded the motion and 

the vote was unanimous to approve the minutes.  

 

Chairman Crosswhite then called upon Patrick Zollner to give a report on the Cultural 

Resources Division.  Zollner reported that there were now 1061 National Register listings 

in Kansas.  The Historic Preservation Fund deadline was November 1, 2007. We received 

17 applications totaling $241,655.00. We anticipate being able to fund approximately half 

of that amount.  The grant recipients will be announced at the February meeting of this 

board.  

 

The Heritage Trust Fund application deadline is March 1
st
, 2008.  There are two HTF 

workshops remaining:  December 4, 2007 in Independence, Kansas at 1:00 pm at the 

Independence Historical Museum and January 8, 2008 in Topeka at 1:00 pm in the 

museum classrooms at the Kansas Museum of History.  

 

Chairman Crosswhite stated that every year we select a chairperson and vice-chairperson 

from within the board at the first meeting held after July first.  The board is overdue for 

re-election.  David Sachs nominated Craig Crosswhite to be chairman.  Jim Sherow 

seconded.  The vote was 6-1 in favor of Craig Crosswhite remaining as chairman.  Craig 

Crosswhite voted against.  

 

John Hoopes nominated Eric Engstrom to be vice-chairman. Nancy Horst seconded.  The 

vote was 7-0 in favor of Eric Engstrom remaining as vice-chairman.  

 

The meeting dates for 2008 were established and are to be held on February 23, May 3
rd

, 

August 16
th

, and November 22, 2008.  
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

 

 

Late 19
th

 and Early 20
th

 Century Residential Resources of Manhattan Multiple 

Property Documentation Form  

Manhattan, Riley County 

Presenter:  Sally Schwenk     

Motion:  David Sachs    Second:  Jim Sherow 

 

Sally Schwenk offered a special thanks to Dr. Pat O’Brien for her research and help in 

producing the MPDF. Jim Sherow commented about integrity issues and general 

concerns about rehabilitation standards, requesting that the board discuss the issue at a 

later date.  Jim Sherow also commented on Post World War II contemporary architecture 

within the city which is not discussed in the document.  Sally Schwenk responded that the 

cover document is designed so that it could be added to or amended.   

The vote was unanimous to approve the document. 

 

Late 19
th

 Century Vernacular Stone Houses of Manhattan Multiple Property 

Documentation Form 

Manhattan, Riley County 

Presenter:  Sally Schwenk    

Motion: Jim Sherow    Second:  Nancy Horst 

The vote was unanimous to approve the document. 

 

Feth & Feth Multiple Property Documentation Form 

Leavenworth, Leavenworth County 

Presenter:  Dale Nimz 

Motion:  David Sachs    Second: Jim Sherow 

 

Dale Nimz wanted to express thanks to Mary Kay Minard from the public library, Jerry 

Gies with the City of Leavenworth, and Sally Hatcher with the Preservation Alliance of 

Leavenworth.  Jim Sherow requested a photograph of the Feths be included if possible.  

Dale Nimz commented that they have been unable to find any clear photos to date.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Besse Hotel 

Pittsburg, Crawford County 

Presenter:  Elizabeth Rosin   Criteria A & C 

Motion:  Leo Oliva    Second:  John Hoopes 

 

David Sachs commented on the civic efforts that went into the construction of the 

building.  Margaret Wood asked about changes in recent years and how the building will 

be used.  Elizabeth Rosin replied that the building will still remain as apartments after 

rehabilitation, but several of the public spaces will be restored to their original spacing.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 
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North Topeka Avenue Apartments Historic District 

Wichita, Sedgwick County 

Presenter:  Elizabeth Rosin   Criterion C 

Motion:  Jim Sherow    Second:  David Sachs 

 

David Sachs commented about the challenge of classifying these buildings’ architectural 

styles.  Craig Crosswhite asked about the ownership.  Sarah Martin commented that all 

property owners have been notified of the listing and that no objections were received. 

Barbara Hammond spoke in favor of the nomination on behalf of the Wichita Historic 

Preservation Board.  This is being nominated as part of the Residential Resources of 

Wichita MPS.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Ablah House   

Wichita, Sedgwick County 

Presenter:  Barbara Hammond  Criteria B & C 

Motion:  David Sachs    Second:  John Hoopes 

 

Margaret asked about Criterion B.  Patrick mentioned that the Ablahs have local 

significance and the staff is comfortable with criterion B arguments.  

This is being nominated as part of the Residential Resources of Wichita MPS. 

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Eagles Lodge #132 

Wichita, Sedgwick County 

Presenter:  Christy Davis   Criteria A & C 

Motion:  David Sachs    Second:  John Hoopes 

 

John Hoopes asked about future plans for the building.  Christy Davis replied that the 

owner operates an antique store and may put housing on the second floor.  David Sachs 

asked for clarification on how the building’s architecture conveys its historic use as the 

Eagles Lodge and the funerary business, specifically, in what ways does this building 

reflect the needs of a funerary business in its architecture when it was not originally built 

for that purpose.  Christy commented that the addition to the building had been made for 

the funeral business, as was the infill. Barbara Hammond spoke in favor of the 

nomination on behalf of the Wichita Historic Preservation Board.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Katy Hospital and Nurses Quarters 

Parsons, Labette County 

Presenter:  Christy Davis   Criteria A & C 

Motion:  Leo Oliva    Second: Jim Sherow 
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Chairman Crosswhite asked if all the owners consent to the listing. Several attachments 

about the ownership and support for this nomination have been included in members’ 

packets.  David Sachs asked if the 1960s addition would be protected to which Christy 

replied that although it is included within the nomination boundaries, it falls outside the 

period of significance circa 1922-1957.  Roy Moore of Parsons spoke in favor of the 

nomination. 

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Burr House 

Dodge City, Ford County 

Presenter:  Christy Davis   Criteria B & C 

Motion:  Jim Sherow    Second:  Leo Oliva 

 

David Sachs asked about the inclusion of Criterion B, to which Chairman Crosswhite 

replied that Burr was one of the major figures in Dodge City and its modern 

development.  Kurt Scadden, owner, spoke in favor of the nomination.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Ranson Hotel 

Medora, Reno County 

Presenter:  Christy Davis   Criterion A 

Motion:  Jim Sherow    Second:  David Sachs 

 

This property was nominated to the National Register but approved only for the Register 

of Historic Kansas Places. Questions arouse about the building’s artificial siding, to 

which Christy Davis explained the changes to the building were historic and shouldn’t 

disqualify if for listing.  David Sachs considered tabling the nomination until further 

information is gathered.  The Board encouraged the property owner to move forward with 

a National Register nomination when more information is gathered about the structure 

and the significance and submitting a Part 1 to the National Park Service. 

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination to the Register of Historic Kansas 

Places. 

 

Buffalo Hotel 

Garden City, Finney County 

Presenter:  Christy Davis   Criteria A, B & C 

Motion:  Jim Sherow    Second:  John Hoopes 

 

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Hotel Dale 

Coffeyville, Montgomery County 

Presenter:  Jen Hembree   Criterion A 

Motion:  Jim Sherow    Second:  Leo Oliva 
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The property was nominated with the condition that additions be made to include 

additional context about boosterism.  Some of the more recent features will be removed 

to restore the historic appearance.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Lowell Elementary School 

Kansas City, Wyandotte County 

Presenter:  Katrina Ringler   Criteria A & C 

Motion:  David Sachs    Second:  Margaret Wood 

 

This nomination is under the Kansas School MPS.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Wilmer House 

Winfield, Cowley County 

Presenter: Sarah Martin   Criteria B & C 

Moved:  Nancy Horst    Second:  Margaret Wood 

 

Wendy Burton, the current owner, spoke in favor of the nomination.  

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

St. Michael School & Convent 

Collyer, Trego County 

Presenter:  Sarah Martin   Criteria A & C 

Motion:  Leo Oliva    Second: Margaret Wood 

 

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Constitution Hall – Topeka 

Topeka, Shawnee County 

Presenter:  William Seale   Criteria A & D 

Motion:  David Sachs    Second:  Leo Oliva 

 

This property was proposed under Criterion A only, but the Board requested the addition 

of Criterion D. Before the Board voted, John Hoopes requested an amendment to ad 

Criterion D to the nomination on the basis that the site has the potential to yield historical 

evidence.  John Hoopes commented on the archaeological potential of the project.  Jim 

Sherow commented on the new information versus the previous reports.  Margaret Wood 

asked for other reports that this was the site where the events happened.  John Hoopes 

asked the Board if Criterion D is acceptable.  David Sachs asked if a building from this 

time period should be accepted based upon its association with the time period.  John 

Hoopes requests the addition of information regarding Criterion D for this nomination.  

Jim Sherow commented on a December 9
th

, 2005 letter from Jennie Chinn.  Jim Sherow 

commented that the building should be listed under Criterion D.  Chairman Crosswhite 

commented that additional Criterion could be added in the future.  Margaret Wood asked 

about the level of testing and integrity of the site.  Jim Sherow states that Criterion D says 
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that it has the potential to yield information to history.  David Sachs says that it is a 

building that retains enough integrity to qualify for Criterion A.  Jim Sherow spoke about 

listing only as Criterion D.  Margaret Wood commented that this is an urban property that 

has been used over a significant amount of time, and that archeological evidence may be 

compromised.  John Hoopes said that the wording of Criterion D should say “potential.” 

Letters of support were presented to the Board.   Doug Jones spoke in favor of the 

nomination on behalf of the Shawnee County Historical Society.  JoAnn Harrison spoke 

in favor of the nomination. Judy Jewsome read a letter of support on behalf Nancy 

Boyda.  Chris Meinhardt spoke in favor of the nomination.  

 

The vote was five to two in favor of the nomination with both Chairman Crosswhite and 

Margaret Wood opposing the amended motion adding Criterion D. 

 

 

 

Register of Historic Kansas Places 
 

Kansas Soldiers’ Home Cemetery 

Fort Dodge, Ford County 

Presenter:  Sarah Martin   Criterion C 

Motion:  Jim Sherow    Second:  Leo Oliva 

 

Leo Oliva pointed out an error to Section 8, page 2 that needs to be corrected.  Gwen 

Seymour, Cemetery Manager, spoke in favor of the nomination. 

The vote was unanimous to approve the nomination. 

 

Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church 

Ellinwood vicinity, Barton County 

Presenter:  Sarah Martin   Criterion C 

Motion:  David Sachs    Second:  Nancy Horst 

 

Chairman Crosswhite commented that it is being considered for the State register only 

primarily because of the [tornado] damage. 

 

Other business. 

Jim Sherow voiced concerns about consistency in applying the National Park Service 

standards for Rehabilitation, and in particular, issues pertaining to artificial siding.  (The 

Board received in their packet of materials a copy of their current policy on artificial 

siding.)  He wants the Board to discuss these at a later date.  He also wants to discuss 

how the incentive programs work with Rehabilitation Standards.  

 

 

Adjournment 4:00 pm 

 


