The Great White Buffalo:
Dedication Remarks, 1983

by Joseph W. Snell,
Thomas F. Averill, and
William G. Wainter

% N October 18, 1983, Lumen Martin Winter’s
/) sculpture, The Great White Buffalo, was
= dedicated at the Kansas Museum of History
during the Society’s annual meeting. As part of the
ceremonies, Society Executive Director Joseph W.
Snell provided information on the Degginger trust
which funded the costs of the sculpture and told how
the artist was selected. Thomas F. Averill, a member
of the Washburn University English department,
explained the symbolism of the great white buffalo,
and William G. Winter, the son of the sculptor, spoke
of his father’s artistic vision. Their remarks follow
below.

Joseph W. Snell

The statue of the great white buffalo rests here
today because of the love one man had for his native
state. That man, N. Clyde Degginger of Kansas City,
was the son of Louis L. Degginger, who migrated from
his native Germany to Kansas in 1868. Though Louis
had no money and could speak but little English, he
worked hard and soon opened a store at Sparks, in
Doniphan County. Later he moved to Highland,
where he maintained his business until he retired in
1910 and moved to Kansas City, Missouri. In 1873
Louis married Ella Herring who bore him three
children, Bertha, Pearl, and Nathan Clyde.

Clyde Degginger attended Highland Junior
College at Highland and entered into the general store
and grain businesses operated by his father. When the
store was closed and the family moved to Kansas City,
Degginger managed the family holdings in Doniphan
County. Clyde Degginger died in 1967 at the age of
eighty-six.

Degginger’s will provided that the principal and
income of his estate would accrue for six years from
the date of his death. The Kansas State Historical
Society was to receive the residue of his estate and use
it to acquire a work of art depicting a significant event
or character in the history of Kansas. The work was
to be placed on public land in Topeka.
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At the time the Degginger trust was finally settled
it was strongly felt that the state legislature was about
to authorize the construction of a new museum build-
ing. The Society’s executive committee felt that the
art to be commissioned would be an outstanding
enhancement to the new structure. Things moved
rapidly from that time. Planning funds were appro-
priated in 1977 and 1978 and construction was author-
ized in 1980.

The next year the Society announced an open
competition among artists who were invited to submit
designs for a three-dimensional work under the guide-
lines of the Degginger bequest. Nearly fifty entries
were received. From those, the Society’s executive
committee selected six designs and invited the creators
to prepare models and appear in person before the
committee and explain their themes. With the counsel
of John L. Greer and Sam Frey, the architects who
designed the new building, the executive committee
ultimately settled on Lumen Martin Winter’s concept
of a Great Plains legend called “The Great White
Buffalo.”

Winter, then of New Rochelle, New York, had
grown up near Larned and Belpre, Kansas. After
studying at the Cleveland School of Art and the
National Academy of Design, he became an inter-
nationally known artist. His work has been exhibited
in such prestigious institutions as the Museum of
Modern Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art,
and the Art Institute of Chicago and is included in the
collections of the Vatican, the Smithsonian Institution,
the Library of Congress, and the White House. Winter’s
work is also represented in the collections of the Kansas
State Historical Society. In fact, my office is brightened
by a Reno County scene which he painted and which
he felt was just right for that bare wall facing my desk.

In 1976, Winter was chosen by the state of Kansas
to complete the statehouse murals begun in 1939 by
John Steuart Curry. It was then that I first became
acquainted with Lumen Winter and became his friend.
I learned that he had no sculpture in Kansas. It was
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his desire, he told me, that he might express his love of
Kansas by having a three-dimensional creation of his
own placed in the state before he died.

Needless to say, Winter was delighted when his
work was chosen to grace this new building. Unfortu-
nately, he did not live to see his sculpture here in this
magnificent setting. He died, suddenly, in the spring
of 1982. Fortunately, however, Winter had completed
all necessary design work and he had a talented son,
William, who saw the statue to completion.

Neither Clyde Degginger nor Lumen Winter lived
to see how beautifully this exquisite statue enhances
our equally outstanding building. I am sure, however,
that Degginger would approve of the concept and its
execution. And I'm positive my good friend Lumen
Winter is here with us in spirit, proud of his son and
happy that he has at last fulfilled his life’s dream.

Thomas F. Averill
The old die, the new are born, and the race lives on
forever. The white buffalo is the chief of the herd, and

from the buffalo comes our animal food, and this
gives us life and strength. ...

So it was for the Hunkpapa, the Sioux, and for
many of the Plains Indians. The buffalo was the gift,
and from it came all that sustained life. And among

At the dedication ceremony

on October 18,1983, William G.
Winter described his father’s
artistic vision.

the buffalo was the white buffalo. Sometimes pied,
sometimes cream-colored, sometimes pure albino, it
was sacred among buffalo to many tribes. Its skin was
powerful medicine, to be worn or carried only when
hunting game during periods of terrible necessity or
when fighting an enemy. Its power was the essence of
the spiritual power of the buffalo, who was the giver
of life and thus the center of Plains Indian life and
culture.

Because of its value as symbol and its power to its
owner, the white buffalo was hunted, killed, then
ritualistically skinned. Among the Cheyenne, the meat
was not to be touched. The hide itself was to be handled
only by those warriors who by heroic action might be
worthy—for example, only a man who had counted
coup inside an enemy’s lodge might carry the white
buffalo hide into its owner’s lodge. All the work of
dressing the newly acquired hide was done in the
presence of old men of great spiritual power.

The white buffalo robe was of great value to its
owner, who profited spiritually by its possession.
Some tribes cut the hides into strips so that the power
of the robe might be shared among other chiefs. Some
hides were traded, however, either by tribes who did
not greatly value them for their spiritual force, or by
men who needed other kinds of power more—guns,
ammunition, powder, whatever. A white buffalo robe
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An Italian artisan puts

the finishing touches on
The Great White Buffalo,
sculpted from eight tons of
white Ravaccione marble.

might be worth sixty ordinary robes, or might be
traded for as many as fifteen horses.

No one knows just how many white buffalo ever
inhabited the Great Plains. Ironically, they were
valued so highly and killed so quickly—usually before
sexual maturity and thus genetic replication—that
their incredible scarcity was assured. They were so
rare that probably only ten or eleven white buffalo, or
white buffalo robes, were ever seen by white men.
Some early observers said that there were probably as
few as one white buffalo among five million on the
southern Great Plains. Scarce indeed, and thus of
great value for whites—when whites invaded the
plains and exterminated the great herds, white buffalo
were killed and their skins displayed to a curious
mass audience.

The first white buffalo killed in Kansas by whites
became known as the Morgan buffalo. Killed by James
and John Morgan in 1870, the buffalo was mounted
and displayed from town to town until 1875. In 1876,
it went to the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia,
then returned to a home in a glass case in the Kansas
statehouse. The Kansas legislature appropriated fifty
dollars towards its purchase, but John Morgan refused,
stating that P. T. Barnum had offered fifteen hundred
dollars for the stuffed animal. In 1903, the buffalo,
then in storage, was taken away by an unidentified
woman and never returned.

In 1871, James Caspion killed a white buffalo in
Kansas, kept the skin for five years as a good luck
charm, then sold it for one hundred dollars at Fort
Lyon to help support a spree he was on. Soon after,
he was killed by Comanches in New Mexico.

In 1872, “Prairie Dog”’ Dave Morrow killed a white
buffalo and sold it to Robert Wright of Dodge City for
one thousand dollars. It was later displayed in the
statehouse in Topeka, then found a more permanent
home in the Hubbel Museum in New York City, which
later burned.

P. T. Barnum, that extraordinary showman of the
nineteenth century, figures by proxy in another Kansas
white buffalo incident, this one with C. J. “Buffalo”
Jones, who got close to four young white buffalo in
1886, but failed to run them down and capture them
on his tired horse. He lamented the loss of ten thousand
dollars, the price he thought Barnum might be willing
to pay for a live white buffalo. Thus Barnum is the
arbiter for what whites feel the value of the white
buffalo might be. He certainly conjures up the oppo-
site image from those Indian elders who lent their
great spiritual power and wisdom to the ritual of
dressing a captured white hide. But then Barnum was
a different kind of medicine man altogether, which
points up just one of the differences between Indians
and whites.

It is fitting, then, that this statue of the white
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buffalo be accompanied by the Indian, who understood
the spiritual as well as the material power of the buffalo
on the Great Plains. The Indian saw it as a powerful
symbol, and it is as a symbol that it now shows itself
to us. I think it is an appropriate symbol for this place,
in front of the Kansas Museum of History.

To some Indian tribes, the white buffalo was said
to have come from the North, from the source of all
buffalo. Let it remind us that a good museum searches
for the sources of who we are here—our great power,
but also our great foibles.

The white buffalo also represents the rare among
the common. There were few among millions. Let it
remind us that a good museum shows the common,
but searches for the rare and valuable among it.

The white buffalo, finally, represents the spiritual
force within the material things that sustain life. A
good museum does the same thing—it takes material
culture and searches for its meaning, for its spirit, for
its true life.

This white buffalo should charge us to these pur-
suits: to find our sources and understand them, to see

The Great White Buffalo was shipped to the United States
in mid-August 1983. On September 30 workmen began
removing the wooden crate on the museum grounds.

what is rare in our common lives, to find the spiritual
inside the material. If it does, then this white buffalo
will truly give us, as it did the Hunkpapa, both life
and strength.

William G. Winter

My father had many books in his library. Most of
them were books about art, as he was schooled in the
great tradition of the Renaissance masters and had
enormous admiration for Michelangelo, Leonardo
da Vinci, Raphael, Rembrandt, and many others.
Among his books was a small volume entitled What
Is Ari? and Essays on Art, by Tolstoy.! He inscribed
this book to me and dated the inscription January 15,
1974.

The sculpture which we dedicate here today is
called The Great White Buffalo and depicts the subject
of a legend. In this regard I should like to quote a

1. Leo Tolstoy, What Is Art? and Essays on Art, trans. Alymer
Maude (London: Geoffrey Cumberlege, Oxford University Press,
1950).

Slowly the sculpture emerged from the container.
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portion of chapter two of the aforementioned book,

which I feel is particularly appropriate:

Many people, especially children, when reading a
story, fairy-tale, legend, or fable, ask first of all: “Is it
true?”’ and if they see that what is described could not
have happened, they often say: “‘Oh, this is mere fancy,
it isn’t true.”

Those who judge so, judge amiss.

Truth will be known not by him who knows only
what has been, is, and really happens, but by him who
recognizes what should be according to the will of God.

He does not write the truth who describes only what
has happened and what this or that man has done, but
he who shows what people do that is right—that is, in
accord with God’s will; and what people do wrong—
that is contrary to God’s will.

Truth is a path. Christ said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life.”

And so he who looks down at his feet will not know
the truth, but he who discerns by the sun which way
to go.

Verbal compositions are good and necessary, not
when they describe what has happened, but when they
show what ought to be; not when they tell what people
have done, but when they set a value on what is good
and evil—when they show men the narrow path of
God’s will, which leads to life.

And in order to show that path one must not
describe merely what happens in the world. The world

abides in evil and is full of offence. If one is to describe
the world as it is, one will describe much evil and the
truth will be lacking. In order that there may be truth
in what one describes, it is necessary to write not about
what is, but about what should be; to write not the
truth of what is, but of the kingdom of God which is
drawing nigh unto us but is not as yet. That is why
there are mountains of books in which we are told what
really has happened or might have happened, yet they
are all false if those who write them do not themselves
know what is good and what is evil, and do not know
and do not show the one path which leads to the king-
dom of God. And there are fairy-tales, parables, fables,
legends, in which marvellous things are described
which never happened or ever could happen, and these
legends, fairy-tales, and fables, are true, because they
show wherein the will of God has always been, and is,
and will be: they show the truth of the kingdom of God.
There may be a book, and there are indeed many
novels and stories, that describe how a man lives for
his passions, suffers, torments others, endures danger
and want, schemes, struggles with others, escapes from
his poverty, and at last is united with the object of
his love and becomes distinguished, rich, and happy.
Such a book, even if everything described in it really
happened, and though there were in it nothing im-
probable, would nevertheless be false and untrue,
because a man who lives for himself and his passions,
however beautiful his wife may be and however dis-
tinguished and rich he becomes, cannot be happy.

William G. Winter watched carefully

as the sculpture was positioned on a pedestal

in the future reflecting pool.




With the sculpture in place, a television cameraman
used the crane to gain an overall view.

And there may be a legend of how Christ and his
apostles walked on earth and went to a rich man, and
the rich man would not receive him, and they went to
a poor widow, and she received him. And then he
commanded a barrel full of gold to roll to the rich
man and sent a wolf to the poor widow to eat up her
last calf, and it might prove a blessing for the widow
and be bad for the rich man.

Such a story is totally improbable, because nothing
of what is described ever happened or could happen;
but it may all be true because in it is shown what
always should be—what is good and what is evil, and
what a man should strive after in order to do the will
of God.

No matter what wonders are described, or what
animals may talk in human language, what flying
carpets may carry people from place to place, the
legends, parables, or fairy-tales will be true, if there
isin them the truth of the kingdom of God. And if that
truth is lacking, then everything described, however
well attested, will be false, because it lacks the truth
of the kingdom of God. Christ himself spoke in par-
ables, and his parables have remained eternally true.
He only added, ““Take heed how ye hear.”?

I believe that one can readily comprehend the spirit
of the legend of the great white buffalo as having
universal and lasting value for people now and in the

future, in light of Tolstoy’s statements about philo-
sophical and spiritual truth. The buffalo and the
Indian are shown as living in harmony by the sculp-
ture. The Indian is not attempting to harm the buffalo
but rather merely signals his presence by touching
the blunt end of his spear to the buffalo’s back.

The harmony of man and nature, and indeed of all
life was an important theme in my father’s work. Some
150 or so miles east of here is Marceline, Missouri. This
town is located on an east-west line between Saint
Joseph and Hannibal, approximately midway across
the state. There stands a statue of Saint Francis of Assisi
surrounded by animals, with a bird perched on his
right hand while with his left he strokes a donkey’s
chin. Legend has it that Saint Francis was so gentle
and radiated such universal love that the animals,
domestic and wild, came to him freely, and unafraid.
My father sculpted this statue.

Saint Francis was a heroic figure to my father, and
my father considered him to be a model of personal
character. He was born at Assisi in 1181 or 82 and died
there in 1226. His father was Pietro Bernardone, a
prominent local merchant. Saint Francis cared nothing
for worldly goods and gave generously to the poor

2. “On Truth in Art,” ibid., 9-11.
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from his youth onward. He believed in the sentiment
expressed in the Gospel according to Saint Matthew,
10:9-10: ““‘Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass
in your purses, Nor scrip for your journey, neither
two coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the work-
man 1s worthy of his meat.”

He was a man of manysided richness, tenderness,
poetry, and originality, and very lovable and strong.
Probably no one so seriously attempted to imitate the
life of Christ or to do so literally Christ’s work. He had
about him a constant joyousness and a love of nature
both animate and inanimate. Legend tells of his
preaching a sermon to the birds. He called all creatures
his “‘brothers” and “‘sisters,” as he also called the sun,

moon, water, wind, and fire. He was a mystic, irradi-
ated with the love of God and endowed with the spirit
of prayer.

My father has, here in this statue, portrayed the
same spirit of universal harmony, peace, and love
and the oneness of humans and nature, and indeed, of
all creation.

My father knew that this sculpture would be here
for one hundred years, two hundred years, one thou-
sand years, and that it would give pleasure to people
yet unborn, people he would never meet, and whom
I will never meet. That is the great satisfaction and
joy of being an artist: to communicate with kindred
spirits across the ages.
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Museum Access: Proceed
north on Wanamaker
Road (I-70 exit) to Sixth
Street. Follow Sixth Street
west to Museum and park-
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Cannons, Spinning Wheels, and a Train:
A History of the Museum Collection

by Mary Ellen Hennessey Nottage

HE Kansas State Historical Society is approach-

ing its eleventh decade of collecting. Its holdings,

both written and artifactual, give evidence of
the way Kansas became Kansas and Kansans became
the Kansans of the 1980s. Within the collections are
the thoughts, aspirations, and possessions of gover-
nors, of rebels, of pastors, of soldiers, of poets, of
merchants, of farmers, of dressmakers, of mothers
and fathers and children. Early in the state’s history
the citizens demonstrated a self-consciousness that
manifested itself in a desire to document their collective
lives. From this desire came the founding of the State
Historical Society.

Atits inception in 1875, the Society’s founders gave
to the new organization the purpose of ‘“saving the
present and past records of our twenty-one years of
eventful history”’! Four years later the Historical
Society was recognized as the official trustee of the
state’s historical materials, and state law elaborated
on the simple statement of purpose, requiring the
organization:

To collect books, maps and other papers and materials
illustrative of the history of Kansas in particular, and
of the West generally; to procure from the early
pioneers narratives of events relative to the early
settlement of Kansas, and to the early explorations,
Indian occupancy, and overland travel in the Territory
and the West; to procure facts and statements relative
to the history and conduct of our Indian tribes, and to
gather all information calculated to exhibit faithfully
the antiquities, and the past and present condition,
resources and progress of the State; to purchase books
to supply deficiencies in the various departments of
its collections, and to procure by gift and exchange
such scientific and historical reports.. . . and such other
books, maps, charts and materials as will facilitate the
investigation of historical, scientific, social, educa-
tional and literary subjects. .. .2

Mary Ellen Hennessey Nottage is curator of decorative arts, Kansas
State Historical Society.
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The written word was to carry the history of the
state. Little notice was given to collecting artifacts; in
fact, the emphasis in the brief mention of “antiquities”
in the statutes of 1879 was on the gathering of the verbal
information to accompany their exhibition. The
perception of the artifact in the early Historical Society
was quite different from that of today. The artifacts
that found their way into the collection were relegated
to sideshow status. In early years, the museum collec-
tion in its entirety was placed in exhibit cases and on
the walls in a manner now referred to as visible storage.
It fit where it could among the library collections in
the meager accommodations allowed the Historical
Society in the statehouse. Use of the museum collection
was a passive function on the part of the institution;
the relics were there for those who chose to look them
over. The board of directors was firm in its belief that
no group of artifacts superseded in importance the
library function of any historical society, collections
and services included.? This attitude is well illustrated
in the tabulations of acquisitions made periodically
for the Historical Society’s biennial reports. Between
1876 and 1900, the organization received 23,508 manu-
scripts, 23,051 books, 23,907 volumes of newspapers
and magazines, 67,418 pamphlets, and 5,120 maps,
atlases, and charts into its library proper. During this
same period the museum of history received 5,326
pictures and 6,952 artifacts grouped and referred to as
“relics, scrip, coin, etc!”* Throughout its history, the
Society maintained this statistical balance between
written materials and artifacts, but the nature of the
museum collection and the perception of its historical
value underwent many changes.

Franklin G. Adams, the secretary of the Historical
Society from 1876 to 1899, had dreams of making the
institution a microcosm of the world. “Our museum,”’
he wrote in 1878, ““will contain objects illustrative of

1. Edgar Langsdorf, “The First Hundred Years of the Kansas
State Historical Society,” KHQ 41, (Autumn 1975):265, 268.

2. Kansas Historical Collections, 1875-1881, 1 and 2:56.

3. Kansas Historical Collections, 1883-1885, 3:16.

4. Fifteenth Biennial Report, 1904-1906, 11-12.
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Artifacts of the Civil War were prominent among
acquisitions from the Historical Society’s inception
until the event was eclipsed by other wars in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. For decades
soldiers and their families sent in bits and pieces of
ruined buildings, ammunition, and abandoned arms—
all gleanings from battlefields where the “War of the
Rebellion” was fought. Bullets removed from the
limbs of Kansas soldiers testified to bravery. Engraved
pistols and swords presented to officers by their men
testified to honor. Hardtack testified to hardships
endured. Captured rebel flags memorialized victory
over armies. Countless pieces of Confederate scrip
memorialized a vanquished society. The most pub-
licized acquisition, however, was the collection of
battle flags and guidons of Kansas regiments. The flags
had been housed in the adjutant general’s office, but
some believed the Historical Society was a more appro-
priate place for them. After making proposals to
preserve and exhibit them in glass cases, the Society
received the flags in 1905 through an act of the legis-
lature. By that time the collection had grown to include
flags and guidons of Kansas regiments raised for the
Spanish-American War. Nine years later, reverence
for the flags was at a peak as they were transferred
ceremoniously to the new Memorial Building, a Civil
War monument itself. The parade of members of the
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) carrying the relics
to the building was viewed as ‘“‘a sacred service, the
last supper of the flags!’!® In the Historical Society’s
new quarters the flags became the nucleus of the
organization’s collection of war relics. The GAR
established its own museum there, the war-related
artifacts to become, much later, part of the Historical
Society’s collection.

Before 1899 the Society received its first fragment
of the battleship USS Maine, destroyed in Havana
Harbor in 1898. More fragments were donated later
as the amassing of relics of the Spanish-American War
and the Philippine Insurrection continued. Clothing
and accouterments of Rough Riders, buttons from the
uniform of a Spanish infantryman, a captured Filipino
battle flag, and ammunition from battle sites were
received and exhibited. In the years 1899 and 1900,
477 war relics were counted among the acquisitions. A
few were from the Civil War, but the majority were
collected by the participants in the battles being fought
at that very time. An outstanding gift was J. W. Ozias’
large collection of Filipino materials and items related
to the Twentieth Kansas Infantry. As with Civil War
artifacts, the donation of Spanish-American War

10. Topeka State Journal, May 27, 1914.

objects peaked within twenty years of the event and
then dwindled down to a trickle that has never stopped.

Soon after World War I ended the Society began to
prepare for the great influx of relics expected in 1919.
The west room of the museum was set aside and items
came in, but not at the rate expected. Notable was
Gov. Henry J. Allen’s gift of 173 French war posters.
The World War I collection grew gradually over the
years.

By the time the Kansas State Historical Society was
ten years old, the romantic interpretation of American
history was outdated among professional historians.
The development of the country was no longer seen
as a dramatization of events under the influence of
Great Men who represented the best attributes and
ideals of a forward-moving people.!! The old attitudes,
however, were not easy to dislodge from the public
mind, and Great Men were still credited with super-
human influence. A cult-like admiration for two
nineteenth-century figures, Abraham Lincoln and
John Brown, had its effect on the collections of the
Historical Society. Into the museum came the banner
presented to Lincoln in 1858 as he debated with
Stephen A. Douglas in Galesburg, Illinois; an umbrella
used by the Great Emancipator; a pot lid that had
belonged to his mother Nancy Hanks Lincoln; a watch
chain made from a lightning rod from the old Lincoln
home; and most precious of all, a Ford’s Theater
program onto which had fallen a drop of his blood.
Other objects with Lincoln associations continued
to be donated one at a time, although in 1917 the
collection of Leavenworth dressmaker Carrie Hall
was deposited with the Historical Society. For many
years Mrs. Hall had been gathering Lincoln material
of every description: photographs, campaign pam-
phlets, books, sheet music, portraits, busts, pottery
decorated with Lincoln’s likeness, medals, a piece
of wood from his place of birth, a lamp with his profile
molded into its shade. Mrs. Hall’s collection was
installed in a separate room at the Historical Society
where it remained a place of honor until the 1960s
remodeling of the Memorial Building.

Artifacts used by John Brown were prevalent
among donations to the Society early in its develop-
ment. During the 1870s and 1880s the Society received
his cap, a bowie knife which he captured in 1856,
pistols he carried during the Kansas troubles, pikes
and an ax with which he armed his Harpers Ferry
raiders, and a piece of wood from a station on the

11. George Bancroft, The History of the United States of America
from the Discovery of the Continent, abridged and edited by Russel
B. Nye (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, Phoenix Books, 1966),
X1ii-XXVI.
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62 Kansas History

of the organization’s secretaries was the acquisition
of portraits of every governor of Kansas. They did
well, and by 1915 the Society lacked only the portraits
of Govs. Walter Stubbs and George Hodges. The
pictures of lesser Kansas notables also were gladly
received into the collection. In oils, crayons, wood-
cuts, and steel engravings were early settlers, war
heroes, senators and representatives, generals, and
a few women who had distinguished themselves
through their work. Kansas citizens who had achieved
local or statewide prominence were apt to donate
portraits of themselves. Most of the pictures, however,
were donated by the families or friends of the subject.
Serving the same purpose of honoring and memorial-
izing worthy Kansans was the collection of busts.
- Although far fewer in number than the portraits
on the walls, the busts were also representative of
a cross section of admired citizens.

The portraits were collected to memorialize
their subjects, but many of them were fine works
of art executed by such talented Kansas painters
as George M. Stone and Henry Worrall. Of non-
portrait artworks there were very few. Development
of this portion of the Historical Society’s collection
took place slowly.

The professed interest of the Historical Society
in collecting ‘“objects illustrating the history and
manners and customs of the Indians or other inhabit-
ants”’1® led to the acquisition of great volumes
of material. Farmers brought in prehistoric treasures
found while they plowed their fields. Others actively
pursued the discovery of Indian relics in all parts
of the state and made up their own collections which
they then turned over to the Historical Society.
Such relics as tools, ornaments, and pottery fragments
were popularly thought of as ‘“object lessons for
the instruction of the people in respect to the manners
and customs of the red men...whose rude ways
have given place to the kind of civilization which
in our day has been planted here.”’!” There was a
great consciousness of the disappearance of one
culture and its replacement with one considered
to be superior. The Historical Society took a more
scholarly approach in its own pursuit of archeological
materials. In 1901, money from the institution’s fee
fund was allotted to a special committee ““to examine
and collect for the museum of the Society archae-
ological relics from the mounds and deserted village
sites of the aborigines of Kansas.”!® From an early

16. Kansas Historical Collections, 1883-1885, 3:16.
17. Commonwealth, Topeka, June 4, 1880 (daily edition).
18. Thirteenth Biennial Report, 1900-1902, 4.

date, much of the material for the museum was
obtained in this manner, which involved serious
research according to the standards of the time
rather than amateur pothunting. Surface finds
continued to be donated as the Society sought
information on both aborigines and early explorers.
An important acquisition came in 1923 when four
thousand pieces of the Brower collection of Kansas
artifacts were obtained from the Minnesota Historical
Society in exchange for duplicate newspaper files.!?
No other part of the Society’s museum collection
grew as rapidly as the archeology section during
the first fifty years. In later decades the archeology
section became a distinct department within the
Historical Society, and the archeological and ethno-
graphic collections were separated from the collections
of the museum.

As objects of popular curiosity, Indian relics
ranked with the more exotic elements of the museum’s
holdings. Foreign cultures were subjects of great
fascination. The soldiers of the Twentieth Kansas
Infantry came back from the Philippines with
hundreds of objects used by Filipinos in their daily
lives. Maude Madden, a missionary in the Far East,
made a large collection of Japanese items and donated
it to the Historical Society in 1903. In 1920 the heirs
of Lindley Perkins of Baxter Springs filled a freight
car with the results of his worldwide souvenir hunting
and sent it to the museum. Other individuals struck
by the beauty, antiquity, uniqueness, or primitive
qualities of items discovered in their travels dutifully
brought them to their state museum.

The phenomena of nature were collected in
the same spirit. A freak corn stalk, a sawfish bill,
a giant clamshell, and a hair ball from the stomach
of a cow took their places in the museum. A more
serious detour into natural history was taken when
the collection of the Academy of Science was moved
to the new Memorial Building. Although Secretary
William E. Connelley refused to house the live
reptiles, he did gain for the museum one of its most
popular exhibits, the Goss bird collection. Among
the mounted specimens transferred to the care of
the Historical Society were hundreds of skins of
birds common to Kansas as well as rare birds of North
America. These had been collected and prepared
by Nathaniel S. Goss. The birds perched among
the historical exhibits from 1915 until 1977 when,
in the interests of properly preserving a valuable
collection, they were transferred to the University

19. Langsdorf, “The First Hundred Years,” 346-47.
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64 Kansas History

served wild turkey, and numerous other relics of
this sort.?® Interest in such items spawned a late-
nineteenth-century phenomenon among private
collectors that had a nationwide impact on museum
collections: the transformation of relic fragments
into other forms.2! The Historical Society received
its share, collecting during the 1880s, for example,
a gavel made of wood taken from Constitution Hall
in Philadelphia; a mallet made from a rib taken
from the ship Old Ironsides; and a goblet made from
a piece of the joist from Christ Church where George
Washington and his family worshipped.

Artifacts valued for their associations with the
well-known facts of history continued to be collected
over the next few decades, but from the 1890s through
the 1920s Kansans also shared in the national interest
in collecting objects of personal genealogical impor-
tance. Family heirlooms passed down from great-great-
grandparents shared the spotlight with relics which
had touched Lafayette’s and Washington’s lives.
Watches, pipe tongs, powder horns, musical instru-
ments, and woven coverlets dating from the 1750s to

20. Brooke Hindle, “How Much Is a Piece of the True Cross
Worth?,” in Material Culture and the Study of American Life, ed.
Ian M. G. Quimby (New York: W. W. Norton and Co., 1978), 5-20.

21. Elizabeth Stillinger, The Antiquers (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1980), 20-21.

the 1830s came to Kansas’ museum. The interest in
family antiques was inextricably bound to the late-
nineteenth-century wave of nationalism that gave
rise to such patriotic organizations as the Daughters
of the American Revolution (DAR). Museums across
the country benefitted from the work of these groups.
Upon receiving some of the many artifacts gathered
for the Kansas State Historical Society by the DAR,
Secretary Connelley expressed his commitment to
“preserving and displaying the priceless relics remain-
ing in the Kansas families of the descendants of those
who founded the Republic.”” 22

A romantic view of colonial and early American
life prevailed and was justified and reinforced by such
artifacts. People were heroic, their surroundings were
quaint, and their lives were imagined to be less com-
plex than those of late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-
century Americans.?? The spinning wheel became an
icon of the simple and true way of life that was sup-
posed to have been enjoyed by our ancestors.2* In
Kansas the productive use of the spinning wheel had
seen a rapid decline during the 1850s. In 1889 the

22. Twenty-fourth Biennial Report, 1922-1924, 19.

23. Stillinger, The Antiquers, xii, 5.

24. Christopher Monkhouse, “The Spinning Wheel as Artifact,
Symbol and Source of Design,” in Victorian Furniture: Essays from
a Victorian Society Autumn Symposium, ed. Kenneth L. Ames,
published as Nineteenth Century 8, nos. 3-4 (1982):159.

Spinning wheels were displayed prominently in the Memorial Building galleries.
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66 Kansas History

“attics, chests and closets” of the relics that were hidden
there. He went on to list the names of people he knew
to be harboring historical materials and said he wanted
those items “right up here” in the Historical Society.33
A Burlingame resident visiting in Lancaster, New
Hampshire, in 1883 saw a banner made by Lancaster
women for presentation to the Fremont Club for the
1856 campaign. The banner was emblazoned with a
“God Save Kansas” motto, and the good Kansas citizen
decided that his State Historical Society should have
the artifact. The owner of the banner was convinced
by the Kansan’s arguments and sent the relic to the
Society.3*

A small percentage of the collection was purchased
using funds from various sources. The 1878 purchase
of the Thomas Webb collection of New England Emi-
grant Aid Company materials netted for the museum
the candlebox in which fraudulent election returns
were concealed beneath a woodpile following the
Lecompton Constitutional Convention. The famous
cannon “Old Kickapoo’ was saved from destruction
when Historical Society members raised $112 to buy
it from a scrap dealer in 1884. In 1895 the state legis-
lature granted funds to the Society for the purchase
of an oil portrait of Sen. Preston B. Plumb, and in
1911 the institution purchased Henry Worrall’s paint-
ing of the Kansas-Colorado Building at the 1876
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia.

Many of the materials collected by the Historical
Society were given by their owners as ‘“‘conditional
deposits” or loans. Secretary Connelley wished to have
only the true possessions of the Historical Society on
exhibit, and in 1924 he initiated efforts to locate the
lenders of artifacts so that loans could be converted to
gifts. The generosity of lenders in following Con-
nelley’s suggestions gained for the institution perma-
nent custody of many valuable historic artifacts.

The year 1925 marked the fiftieth anniversary of
the founding of the Kansas State Historical Society.
During that time its museum collection had become a
notable entity within the institution. Its 12,908 artifacts
and dozens of artworks were becoming more than a
sideshow to the library.3> Thematic groupings in cases
and galleries rather than haphazard visible storage of
objects gave evidence of an evolution in the Society’s
attitudes toward the artifacts. They could entertain.
They could serve as catalysts to interest casual visitors
in Kansas history.3¢ They could be measured against

33. Evening Herald, Ottawa, February 3, 1915.

34. Daily Commonuwealth, Topeka, August 23, 1883.
35. Twenty-fifth Biennial Report, 1924-1926, 23.

36. Twenty-first Biennial Report, 1917-1919, 13.

contemporary lifestyles to show human progress.’
Changes in patterns of donations could also be
detected. Donations of artifacts associated with cata-
clysmic events and Great Men, “pieces of the true
cross,” and natural and exotic curiosities came to the
museum in a steady flow during the institution’s first
five decades. Toward the turn of the century, however,
the possessions of the less prominent Kansas citizen
began to appear beside them. Objects of common
personal experience were by no means abundant in
the museum yet, but their gradual appearance gave
hints of what was to become a collecting trend in
later years.

The number of donations to the museum increased
from year to year, showing significant periods of
growth at times of change for the Historical Society.
The 1901 move to new, more spacious rooms in the
statehouse was declared by Secretary Martin to have
stimulated “gifts, adding vastly to the importance of
our portrait and museum features.”’38 Thirteen years
later another surge of donations was noted as the His-
torical Society was settling into the new Memorial

'Building. The large open spaces of the fourth floor

allowed the museum to acquire artifacts previously
impossible to house in the cramped, old quarters of
the statehouse. A Concord stagecoach and a Victoria
carriage appeared in the gallery. Other phenomena
were credited with stimulating donations. Early in
the 1920s Secretary Connelley attributed unusually
large numbers of donations to ““the breaking up of the
old families in the state and the searching for a suitable
place to deposit valuable relics.” 39

As the Historical Society moved into its second half
century, the nationwide economic crisis of the late
1920s and 1930s had both positive and negative effects
on the museum. The number of donations dropped
dramatically, but the existing collections benefitted
greatly from federal relief programs. Between 1934 and
1943 workers with the Federal Emergency Relief
Administration and its state organization, the Kansas
Emergency Relief Committee, cleaned thirty thousand
relics, restored pictures and frames, and repaired furni-
ture, generally improving the appearance of the
artifacts.

Donations to the museum from the late 1930s to
the early 1950s established a pattern that was to become
familiar in the following decades. The days of collect-
ing natural curiosities and souvenirs of exotic cultures
were past. The museum now received more artifacts

37. Nineteenth Biennial Report, 1912-1914, 75.
38. Ibid.
39. Twenty-third Biennial Report, 1920-1922, 10.
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68 Kansas History

in two previously underdeveloped areas of the collec-
tion, clothing and middle-class decorative arts and
domestic accessories.

Very few items of clothing had been acquired by
the museum. Prior to the 1950s this area of the collec-
tion was represented by a few foreign costumes, mili-
tary uniforms, and articles belonging to notables
(John Brown’s hat and George Armstrong Custer’s
boots, for example). By the 1970s hundreds of dresses,
shirts, hats, shoes, capes, and accessories made up a
costume collection representing clothing in Kansas
from the 1870s to the 1910s. Like many other museum
collections, Kansas’ holdings emphasize women’s
fashions, especially wedding dresses, and contain
relatively few examples of men’s clothing.

An approach previously used in acquiring war
relics was tried and found very successful in developing
the collection of decorative arts and domestic acces-
sories. The method involved planning an exhibit and
then advertising for the artifacts to fill it. From the
mid-1950s through the 1960s period rooms were being
constructed in the exhibit galleries. In articles printed
in newspapers and the Historical Society’s newsletter,
the Mirror, museum staff noted that “many donors
have not considered some of the ‘homlier’ household

The Great Smith automobile in the Memorial Building

items worth giving to the Society.”’#0 For five years the
public and the membership of the Historical Society
were reminded in print that a sod house, a general
store, a Victorian parlor, a 1910 farm kitchen, a doctor’s
office, a blacksmith shop, and other period rooms were
under construction in the museum. With the reminders
were lists of items needed to complete the exhibits:
wood-burning stoves, a dentist’s chair, plain furniture
of the type a homesteader would have used, a parlor
sofa, common kitchen tools. Dozens of other objects
were mentioned. The response was nearly overwhelm-
ing. The period rooms were filled rapidly, and many
additional artifacts representing the everyday lives of
Kansans at work and at home were donated. Later, in
the development of thematic case exhibits, the same
techniques were used to obtain appropriate artifacts,
and they were equally successful.

The museum’s acquisitions in the 1970s continued
to be characterized by objects representative of the
lifestyles of Kansas residents as well as by the same
types of objects collected in the previous four decades.
A renewed interest in collecting contemporary
materials gained for the museum such items as mini-

40. “New Museum Program Is Now Underway,” Mirror 1
(March 1955):1.
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Managing and Conserving the Collection

by Martha Durant Kratsas and
Robert F. McGiffin

VEN though the exhibits and educational pro-

grams are the most popular aspects of the Kansas

Museum of History, they represent only two of
the ways through which the Society accomplishes the
goals of collecting, preserving, and interpreting the
history and material culture of Kansas. Collection
acquisition and management, conservation, and study
are equally necessary and important activities.

Obviously, before an object can be exhibited,
studied, or preserved at the Kansas Museum of History,
it must be collected and become the property of all
Kansans through the Historical Society. When an
object is given to the Society a legal transaction takes
place and complete records are made which note the
donor’s name, the history of the item, the construction
materials, the size, and the condition. A number is
given to the records, and the same number is affixed
to the object itself in such a way that the object is not
damaged. Thereafter, the object is part of the collec-
tion, and any further information obtained by the
staff through research and cataloging is included in
the records.

Wildlife management, forests, and unpolluted
environments immediately come to mind when most
people think of conservation. Many would be surprised
to learn that the word “‘conservation’ also encompasses
the scientific preservation of historic and artistic works.
Frequently, restoration is confused with conservation.
However, restoration implies the act of returning an
object to its original condition and appearance—an
ambitious, yet unscientific and usually impossible
challenge.

Artifacts are made from materials which age,
just like everything else. As the aging process
continues, both the appearance and the physical
properties change. ““Growing old gracefully’’ is
part of the object’s history, and it is a philosophy

Martha Durant Kratsas is assistant museum director and Robert
F. McGiffin is chief museum conservator/administrator, Kansas
State Historical Society.
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taken into account by most museums and serious
collectors. Attempts to return an object to a like-
new condition seriously damage its integrity and
even reduce its historical value considerably.

Historic furniture often lends itself to these
restoration abuses. For example, one could take
an early piece of furniture, sand off the old finish
to the wood, apply a ‘““durable” new finish, and
buff the brass hardware to look like new. In the
process, major links with the object’s history would
be destroyed. Stains, minor abrasions, and evidences
of handling would be scraped away. What would
remain would be an invention of the restorer, an
object with no history.

Conservators such as those working in the
conservation center laboratories in the new Kansas
Museum of History would first analyze the object
extensively, then prescribe a completely different
treatment. Analysis would be conducted to help the
conservators find out everything possible about
the object’s materials and history. It would help
them determine what comprises the finish, paint
pigment, and type of wood. A thorough examination
would include photography and perhaps chemistry
and even radiography, plus the completion of a
written report and a consultation with the appropriate
curator. The object then would be stabilized. Stabili-
zation is perhaps one of the best synonyms for
conservation. In this example of furniture, stabili-
zation would involve the following: regluing any
loose joints with a reversible adhesive, inpainting
disfiguring scratches and other abraded areas with
a reversible paint or stain, and treating problems
so that the lives of the original materials would
be prolonged.! Finally, conservators would follow

1. Reversibility is important so that any work may be undone
easily at a later time. Conservators do not use materials which
may in time become inseparable from the artifact. Inpainting
is confined only within the boundaries of the damaged area.
Overpainting is never used because it would cover some of the
original finish.
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Education Programs:
Past, Present, and Future

by James Powers

LTHOUGH museums have existed in some

form or another for several centuries, educa-

tional concerns have not come to the forefront
in these institutions until the last few decades. In
-this short time, educational programming has
flourished in museums everywhere in the form
of guided tours, living history programs, outreach
programs, lectures, film series, and a wide variety
of other educational opportunities. The museum'’s
role in the educational system is to enrich the class-
room experience by providing instruction which
brings the subject matter to life. Learning is facilitated
when three-dimensional objects are available, and
it is this supposition which forms the foundation
for the majority of educational programming
within the museum context.

From its inception in 1875, Society leaders have
expressed an interest in providing public access to
the museum collection, stating in 1892 that they
recognized it to be “of intense interest to the youth
and masses of our people.”! By the early twentieth
century, about the time the Society was moving
from the Capitol to the Memorial Building, this
sentiment had been taken one step further. The
museum was acknowledged to be ‘“almost as important
in an educational way as the library.”2 A few years
later, it was noted in a biennial report that “the
educational value of the museum is recognized
more and more each year by the schools. Many
teachers bring their pupils here to look through
the museum, with its historical relics and portraits,
and we receive many testimonials to the value of
these visits.”’3

For some years, however, nothing was done
to meet the educational needs of visitors beyond
the presentation of static displays of historical
relics accompanied by labels without specific

James Powers is museum education director, Kansas State Historical
Society.
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An early craft demonstration in the Memorial Building

educational objectives. The museum’s curator
and only staff person would (if called upon) take
time out of his busy schedule to answer questions.*
But this was the standard of the day. The Kansas
State Historical Society Museum was, in fact,
reported to be one of the best in the nation.5

It was not until the Society was almost seventy
years old that organized educational programs were
first available at the museum. In 1941 almost four
thousand schoolchildren visited the museum in
organized tours sponsored by the Santa Fe and
Missouri Pacific railroads.6® With several hundred
children each, the large size of these groups must
certainly have limited the educational impact of

. Eighth Biennial Report, 1890-1892, 11.

. Nineteenth Biennial Report, 1912-1914, 75.

. Twenty-first Biennial Report, 1917-1919, 13.

. Twenty-fourth Biennial Report, 1922-1924, 44.

. Twenty-fifth Biennial Report, 1924-1926, 69.

“The Annual Meeting,” KHQ 11 (February 1942):76.
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74 Kansas History

sessions, designed uniforms, and circulated volunteer
bulletins.

With the formation of the volunteer organization,
programming grew rapidly. A steady increase in
the numbers served by guided tours was reported
each year. Even during the 1973-74 gasoline crisis
when the museum’s overall attendance decreased,
school-tour attendance increased by thirty-nine percent
over the preceding year.?

With the implementation of traditional craft
demonstrations in 1975, volunteers became involved
in a new education program. The museum’s period
rooms became the setting for Sunday afternoon
weaving, spinning, butter-churning, and candle-
making demonstrations. Volunteers also took
these nineteenth-century Kansas crafts into the
schools, giving “286 demonstrations to approxi-
mately 10,000 elementary school children’ in the first
year.10

Volunteers demonstrate crafts in the Memorial Building
in 1978.

Thus in roughly twenty years a comprehensive
educational program had been developed, although
there still was no full-time staff person to oversee
these activities. Finally, in 1978 a federal grant
from the Institute of Museum Services (IMS) created
the position of museum educator. With additional
IMS and state support, the Division of Museum
Education now consists of three full-time staff
members.

The progress during the early years became
the foundation for the expansion; after 1978 existing
programs were improved and new programs were

9. “The Annual Meeting,” KHQ 41 (Spring 1975):96.
10. “The Annual Meeting,” KHQ 42 (Spring 1976):85.

implemented. Based on the frequency of teacher
requests, new theme tours were designed with specific
instructional objectives. The craft program developed
into a monthly activity involving scores of demon-
strators, musicians, and performers. The film series
became a full-fledged educational program complete
with weekly interpretive handouts.

New programs opened the museum learning
experience to new audiences. Special activities
for handicapped visitors were made possible largely
by the creation of an educational collection with
reproduction artifacts for use in hands-on programs.
The division also branched out to work with various
Society departments to develop programs and co-
sponsor events with broad appeal, such as the
Children’s Area at the Kansas Folklife Festival.
The Division of Museum Education also planned
exhibit opening activities for the wide variety of
temporary exhibits at the Society.

The most ambitious program was the traveling
trunk program, implemented in 1980. Using a
combination of reproduction artifacts, photographs,
and teaching materials organized around specific
themes, the trunks have become a valuable resource
for those unable to visit the museum. Thirty-one
units, each packed in its own footlocker, currently
travel to every corner of the state, serving thousands
of Kansans annually. The current trunk topics
include “Farm Family in Kansas,” “Volga Germans
in Kansas,”” ““La Raza: The Mexican-American

Experience in Kansas,” “Archeology in Kansas,”
and “Carpentry in Kansas,” with additional topics
planned.

With the closing of the galleries on March 31,
1983, in preparation for the move to the new Kansas
Museum of History, the Division of Museum Educa-

Elementary-school students enjoy role-playing with
materials from the Volga German traveling trunk.
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Presenting the Past: Exhibits, 1877-1984

by James H. Nottage,
Floyd R. Thomas, Jr., and
Lucinda Stmmons Bray

O the casual visitor, who usually sees only

visual presentations of artifacts through

displays and exhibits, a museum does not
appear to be a complicated institution. In truth,
a museum is an ever-changing place where collec-
tions, staff, facilities, exhibits, and patrons are
elements which differ over time.

The museum of the Kansas State Historical
Society has grown and developed through the past
one hundred years. Formerly it was located in two
other then-new facilities, each serving the needs
of a different era. The museum was begun during
the formative years of the Historical Society, which
was founded in 1875 and housed in the Kansas
statehouse, then under construction. These quarters
soon became overcrowded, and in 1914 the museum,
along with other Society departments, was relocated
in the new Memorial Building, where it developed
into a mature collection of Kansas history.! Through-
out these periods of growth the nature of the museum
exhibits changed and evolved as well.

In the Capitol

In the earliest decades only three functions were
considered essential in a museum. Items were collected,
arranged so they could be seen, and kept clean for
public viewing. Visitors to the Kansas State Historical
Society Museum in the late nineteenth century
followed green painted signs from other state offices
to the basement of the Capitol building’s west wing,
where ““the snakes and wax apples are duly admired,”
said one Topeka newspaper correspondent. Franklin
G. Adams, the first secretary of the Historical Society,
gave tours of the cramped rooms, where the artifacts
were crowded among stacks of books, newspapers,

James H. Nottage is supervisory museum historian; Floyd R.
Thomas, Jr., is museum historian; and Lucinda Simmons Bray
is chief of exhibits, Kansas State Historical Society.
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and manuscripts. Along with portraits of pioneers
they competed for valuable space but received due
attention from the dedicated secretary. One visitor
noted in 1881 that Adams “‘is the keeper of the shrine
of the early Kansas saints, and he never plays any
trick on reverent and unsuspecting visitors. When
he brings out a rusty pike or time worn horse pistol,
it can be relied on as the genuine thing.”’2

Franklin Adams, himself a pioneer Kansan,
was described by one reporter as a “fresh ‘fossil’”
amidst ““a regular curiosity shop for relics.” For
many the cluttered Historical Society rooms were
a place of wonder and discovery, but only those
fortunate enough to receive a personal tour were
allowed the pleasure, through the artifacts, of seeing
Adams “‘tearing down the veil of years that separates
us from the past.”3

By 1890, in fact, the rooms were so crowded that
one visitor commenting on the displays said it was
“hard to tell what they contain. There are flags and
arms. ..and swords dimmed with blood and dented
with blows...an old candle box, its bottom covered
with a record which cannot be readily made out in
the dim light.”’¢

Three years later the Historical Society went
beyond its immediate walls with what might be
termed the first traveling exhibit. Beginning in
1892 plans were laid for a special display at the
World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago. It
consisted primarily of framed portraits and books,
although Topeka artist Henry Worrall had designed

1. Edgar Langsdorf, “The First Hundred Years of the Kansas
State Historical Society,” KHQ 41 (Autumn 1975):265-414.

2. Topeka Daily Democrat, December 8, 1881; Atchison
Daily Champion, December 21, 1881.

3. Topeka Daily Capital, October 29, 1884; Daily Common-
wealth, Topeka, September 3, 1884.

4. Saturday Evening Lance, Topeka, February 6, 1886;
Kansas City Star, January 8, 1890.
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78 Kansas History

to hundreds of daily visitors.”” The new displays were
well accepted, although there was some complaint
that not enough women were represented in the
portrait gallery.” In 1905 the adjutant general’s
collection of Civil War flags and banners was turned
over to the Historical Society, and appropriations
for a special glass-and-steel case enabled the staff
to create a new display. This exhibit consisted of
rows of flags labeled with the areas where the regiments
served and the locations and dates of the battles in
which they fought.8

For the next ten years the museum was an integral
part of the statehouse. Visitors wandered along the
rows of comparatively spacious but seemingly crowded
cases. Here, as the collection grew, the Capitol seemed
to become smaller.

The Memorial Building

Years of hoping and planning finally resulted
in the dedication of the Memorial Building in 1914.
Society Secretary William E. Connelley had high
hopes for the development of the museum in the
new building. “It is generally conceded that the
museum is one of the most attractive, interesting
and instructive institutions of modern civilization,”

7. Topeka Daily Capital, March 28, 1901, August 18, 1901;
Kansas City Times, October 9, 1903; Thirteenth Biennial Report,
1900-1902, 11; Fifteenth Biennial Report, 1904-1906, 31. KSHS
museum exhibits at this time partially reflected museum thought
of the nineteenth century; see George Brown Goode, “Museum-
History and Museums of History,” Annual Report of the Board
of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, Report of the U.S.
National Museum, part 2 (Washington: Government Printing
Office, 1901), 65-81.

8. Topeka Daily Capital, July 19, 1905; Fifteenth Biennial
Report, 1904-1906, 31.

In the Memorial Building,
much of the collection was
on view in marble-based
oak cases.

he wrote in the 1912-14 biennial report. ‘“Money,
Civil War relics, ancient weapons, old and crude
agricultural implements are compared with those of
later years and show the progress of the people.. ..
Properly exhibited these will make a display full of
interest and instructive.”?

Connelley expected to install exhibits on the
fourth floor of the Memorial Building. To be called
“Spinning Wheel Hall,” the fourth floor was decorated
with pictures by August 1914 while most of the
relics awaited the purchase of new cases (the old,
worn-out display cases had been left in the Capitol).
In the meantime, artist George Stone and Charles
Gleed, a longtime board member who later served
as president (1917), worked to install portraits in
the first-floor lobby. “They are doing a very artistic
joband are in some degree fixing the relative historical
value and rank of characters in Kansas history,”
commented a Topeka reporter. At the same time
the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was occupying
rooms on the second floor, where its display of
Civil War pictures was set up with the help of
Historical Society staff. Also as a joint venture,
in 1914 the GAR ceremoniously marched the battle
flags from the statehouse to the Memorial Building,
where they were installed in five bronze-and-glass
cases in the GAR Hall. Constructed by the Steel
Fixture Manufacturing Company of Topeka, the cases
were delivered in 1916; under a separate contract a
patriotic sculpture of a spread eagle by Topeka artist
Andrew Boell was attached to the top of each case.10

Other contracts, signed in 1915, provided twenty-
eight badly needed display cases for the fourth

9. Nineteenth Biennial Report, 1912-1914, 75-76.
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Kansas History

THE TRANSPORTATION AREA IN THE MAIN GALLERY

years. Two were still on exhibit when the museum
was closed in 1983.15

By the middle of the twentieth century the Kansas
State Historical Society Museum was a familiar
part of the capital city. New exhibits, which often
focused on a single artifact such as the Billard
airplane or the stagecoach, attracted numerous
visitors. Special displays of war souvenirs drew
in thousands of servicemen and their families during
the 1940s. Artifacts were suspended from the rafters
stretching across the central gallery ceiling, and
the cases still housed “relics’ of the famous and
infamous—Carry Nation’s ax, John Brown’s gun,
and a piece of paper stained with Abraham Lincoln’s
blood. It was clear, however, that the rapidly growing
visiting public would demand change. That change
came when Nyle H. Miller became the secretary
of the Society in 1951.

In 1952, following Edith Smelser’s death, Charles
“Bud” Holman became director of the museum,
and Joan Foth was appointed assistant museum
director. Within a year the galleries were under-
going rapid change reflecting a different exhibit
philosophy. Now exhibits were to be placed in
historical sequence, with the artifacts arranged
and labeled to represent ““a chapter of a book.”
Rather than consisting of cases brimming with
objects, the new exhibits were to feature a few related
artifacts and labeling to tell a story. Visitors would
see fewer objects but could learn more about Kansas
history and the significance of particular artifacts.
“By putting two or three objects in a case,” said
Joan Foth, “people suddenly see an object for the
first time.”’16

Under Holman, major thematic exhibit sections
were created within the galleries. Materials relating
to Indians, trappers, and natural history were exhibited
in the east wing. In the main gallery, the Longren
airplane, high-wheeled bicycles, and two auto-
mobiles—a Thomas Flyer and a Great Smith—formed
a transportation area backed by a wall painted
“Pompeian red, a soft tomato shade.” Cases were
arranged by topical themes such as the territorial
period and “famous Kansans.” Zula Bennington
Greene, a reporter for the Topeka Daily Capital,
found the overall effect impressive. “The new
arrangement is orderly and spacious. It entices

15. “The Annual Meeting,” KHQ 8 (February 1939):67;
Kansas Labor Weekly, Topeka, January 18, 1945; Topeka Daily
Capital, September 17, 1944; Kansas Museum Project, Catalog
of Visual Aids and Handicrafts (Topeka: Work Projects Administra-
tion, Professional and Service Division, 1940).

16. Topeka Daily Capital, January 30, 1954.
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THE GENERAL STORE

ABOVE, THE EARLY 1900S FARM KITCHEN, BELOW, THE SOD-HOUSE INTERIOR

THE COUNTRY DOCTOR'S OFFICE

a printing shop, and a general store completed
the museum’s “Main Street.”

While period rooms were constructed in the
eastand west wings, the central gallery also underwent
considerable change. Twenty new cases were received
in 1956, and the staff began installing exhibits that
would “trace Kansas history from prehistoric times
to the development of early industries.” Unlike
the horizontal glass units that preceded them, the
new cases were built to stand upright and to accom-
modate three-dimensional exhibits combining
artifacts with labels and graphics. The use of specially
designed cases was considered ‘‘state-of-the-art’’
museum exhibit technique.

In 1956 a number of exhibits on the early history
of Kansas were completed. Among the exhibit topics
were the “path of early man’s migration to the
Great Plains,” the Louisiana Purchase and early
explorers, first territorial governor Andrew Reeder,
and early missions in Kansas. The WPA dioramas
were refurbished, and loaned materials relating
to Dwight D. Eisenhower were exhibited. Seasonal
displays for the first-floor lobby included a Christmas
tree with antique toys and an exhibit featuring
Easter bonnets. Other changing lobby exhibits
included two cases on photography and a display
of “Grandma’s Gadgets,” which “certainly proved
that the housewife of today is not the only one to
have a wide assortment of gadgets at her disposal.” 20

Another twenty cases were installed in 1957.
These were devoted to “specific events or fields
rather than to chronological sequence of general
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THE MILITARY GALLERY

L

ABOVE, THE AGRICULTURAL GALLERY, BELOW, INDIAN EXHIBITS ON THE
THIRD FLOOR

. Mipote
¥OOD(AND

museum devoted to Kansas’ representation in all
wars”’ was created in space previously occupied
by offices and displays of the GAR and associated
organizations. A central feature of the military
gallery was the display of large weapons, and exhibits
traced military- history from the frontier fort to the
atomic age. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower and other
famous Kansas officers also were represented. An
agricultural gallery featuring large pieces of farm
equipment was built in reclaimed space as well.
Case exhibits depicted such subjects as homesteading,
the cattle industry, and the development of irrigation.2

Exhibits focusing on American Indians from
prehistoric to modern times were transferred from
the fourth floor to a new gallery on the third floor.
“With the displays, even the amateur can note the
difference in the characteristics in the various tribes,”’
commented a Topeka reporter. Space cleared on the
fourth floor was then “devoted to the role of women
in Kansas history and to clothing and household
items of interest to feminine museum visitors.”
Ten exhibits were placed in this area during 1961.
China, glassware, silver, hats, shoes, hobbies, toys,
fans, and accessories were thought to be of particular
interest to women; men and boys were expected to
be inclined toward the military and agricultural
galleries.?®

Following the gallery reorganization of 1960
through 1961, considerable time was devoted to
developing special and traveling exhibits. A centennial
semitrailer truck was fitted with twenty-one display
units for viewing across the state. Individual exhibits
dealt with such subjects as forts, trails, Indians,
government, agriculture, industry, schools, Indian
missions, and the Civil War. The centennial exhibit
installed in the main lobby of the Memorial Building
featured the Wyandotte Constitution, U.S. and
Kansas flags, the state seal, a Charles Robinson
portrait, and a sketch of Lincoln raising a thirty-
four-star flag. Minus the portrait of Robinson and
the Lincoln sketch, the exhibit remains today in the
first-floor lobby. The Chisholm Trail Centennial
in 1967 also was commemorated with a traveling
exhibit. Installed on a railroad car provided by the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company,
the mobile exhibit was viewed in several states. A

24. “Remodeling of Memorial Building Almost Finished,”
Maurror 7 (January 1961).

25. Topeka Capital-Journal, July 21, 1963; ““Remodeling
of Memorial Building Almost Finished,” Mirror 7 (January 1961).

26. “Traveling Exhibits Preparing to Roll,” Mirror 7 (May
1961); “The Annual Meeting,” KHQ 28 (Spring 1962):121-22;
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Kansas Museum of History

The Kansas Museum of History provides the
Historical Society with the opportunity to expand
its presentation of Kansas history. The new facility
features a spacious exhibit gallery encompassing
a three-thousand-square-foot special exhibit gallery,
an orientation theater, and a nineteen-thousand-
square-foot hall which will house the museum’s
main exhibit, “Voices from the Heartland: A Kansas
Legacy.” The special gallery will provide space
for shows on loan from other institutions as well
as short-term exhibits. Its twelve-foot ceiling clearance,
carpeted walls, track lighting, and movable wall-
panel system create a sophisticated environment
in which to present exhibits complementing the
museum’s purpose. The main gallery, boasting a
thirty-five-foot ceiling height and broad, uninter-
rupted floor space, will allow the full usage of artifacts
of varying sizes and provide the opportunity for
innovative exhibit construction.

Interpretive programming, the responsibility
of the Exhibits, Education, and Research divisions
of the Kansas Museum of History, encompasses

Lucinda Bray, chief of exhibits, studies plans for
the earth lodge that will be constructed.

the objectives of the Kansas State Historical Society.
Simply stated, the purpose is to interpret or tell
the story of Kansas history in a clear and concise
manner. Exhibits and programming are intended
both to educate and to entertain visitors while
providing them with an idea of how events occurring
today affect events tomorrow, just as those which
occurred yesterday affect our lives today. By under-
standing change and continuity, along with the
interrelationship of humankind and the environment,
visitors are able to think and to draw conclusions
about the land called Kansas. Perhaps the most
appropriate goal of interpretive programming
is to cause the visitor to feel a part of history.

Making history live within the museum is no
small task. Exhibits are planned so that the interpre-
tation does not compromise the historical integrity of
a subject, and consideration is given to protecting
the physical well-being of each artifact. Exhibits
also are designed to avoid limiting any visitor’s
access to the physical environment and its interpre-
tive message.

Moreover, exhibits are planned to complement

A museum technician painis exhibit panels in
the new spray booth.
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88 Kansas History

to schools, historical societies, and museums through-
out the state. It is hoped that from this beginning
a traveling exhibits program with a regional orienta-
tion will develop.

Many questions will be asked as the public
becomes accustomed to the new building. Visitors
will wonder where their favorite quilt or piece
of silver is or be pleased when an “old friend” is
encountered in its new setting. Changes are important
to continuity, and with this third move for the

Society’s museum, change will be evident. Gone
will be the period rooms with their assemblages
of furniture. In their places will appear vignettes
of interiors and buildings. These smaller period
settings will be historically accurate and will perhaps
tell us more in an intimate way than did the larger
rooms. Gone will be microcosms of history in closed
cases. In their stead will be a flow of history with
artifacts blending and tracing the threads of Kansas’
past.

Ww - F

N
AT

gain a personal understanding of Kansas history.

Activity centers with participatory exhibits will be located throughout “Voices,” enabling visitors to
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The Society collects objects related to famous
people, places, and events that are prominent in our
collective memory and serve to mark our history.
Objects that are associated with these historical
milestones are traditional favorites of museum visitors.
They are direct links to times or individuals which
otherwise are only abstract ideas. The artifacts give
credence to times past; they are concrete evidence
that people existed and events occurred.

Medal

Many contemporaries of John Brown considered
this radical abolitionist a martyr after he was executed
for attempting to lead a slave revolt. A group of French
leaders, including the novelist Victor Hugo, had
this solid gold medal struck in 1877 to honor Brown
and his companions for their sacrifices. The medal
was sent to Brown’s widow, Mary, and their children
later donated it to the Kansas State Historical Society.

John Brown’s Surveyor’s Compass

When not fighting to further the free-state cause,
John Brown spent some time employed as a surveyor
while in Kansas. This surveyor’s compass set served
as one of the principal tools of his trade. In addition
to the brass compass, the set includes two brass pro-
tractors, two brass rules, a plumb bob, and the original
walnut storage box. The scientific instrument makers
Phelps and Gurley of Troy, New York, made the
compass.

Exposition Window

World’s fairs were events of international import
in the past as they are today. Kansas entered grand
exhibitions at these fairs, showing with pride agri-
cultural produce, manufactures, products of the
mining industry, artworks and handicrafts of indi-
vidual citizens, and cultural treasures. This stained
and painted glass window was created for the Kansas
Building at the 1904 Louisiana Purchase Centennial
Exposition in Saint Louis and was used as a transom
over the main entrance. It welcomed visitors with a
splash of color and with symbols which Kansans
recognized as their own.

Trophy

Radio Digest of Chicago presented this trophy
to KFKB, “Kansas First, Kansas Best,” of Milford as
the world’s most popular radio station. KFKB’s owner,
Dr. John R. Brinkley, used the station for advertising
his medical clinic and pharmacies and for campaign-
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and things brought to Kansas to make a new home
familiar. These are the belongings of generations
of Kansans who created the Kansas of today.

Post Rock Fence Post

Wood was a scarce commodity on the relatively
treeless plains of central Kansas. As a result, farmers
and ranchers substituted the locally available lime-
stone for wood as a material for fence posts. This
unique type of stone, colloquially referred to as post
rock, could be quarried readily from shallow deposits.
Because of its stratified nature and its softness when
initially extracted from the ground, post rock could
be split easily and worked into fence posts. Travelers
through central Kansas can still see the durable post
rock fence posts dotting the landscape.

Trade Sign

The cigar store wooden Indian has always been
a familiar and easily recognized symbol of the tobacco-
nist. In 1871, Henry Moeser opened a cigar store on
Kansas Avenue in Topeka and adorned it with this
Indian. Itis believed that the Indian was later displayed
at the Windsor, one of Topeka’s leading hotels.

Cabinet

As leisure time became more available to middle-
class Americans in the nineteenth century, hobbies
gained popularity. Men as well as women desired
to fill parlors with all manner of handworked artistry.
Some hobbyists found a creative outlet in fretwork,
the creation of wooden articles using a scrollsaw.
The result was an abundance of lacy letter racks,
comb holders, picture frames, and small furniture.
Perhaps one of the most prolific fretworkers in
Kansas was J. T. Genn of Wamego. After his discharge
from Civil War service, he spent much time at his
scrollsaw creating dozens of decorative and utilitarian
household items. The small, wall-hung cabinet in
the exhibit represents only a fraction of his work now
in the museum collection.

Plains Rifle

For hunting and defense, frontiersmen often
chose the attractive yet rugged Plains rifle. Leaven-
worth gunsmith John R. Biringer made this type of
rifle for the local market. This gun, an example of
Biringer’s work, has a .40 caliber, octagonal barrel
and a walnut half stock. Note that the lock bears not
Biringer’s mark, but that of “Goddard.” By the
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toward work; we can learn what types of work were
considered most important. We can begin to compre-
hend the significant role of technology in our culture.

Pastel

The World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 in
Chicago was a showcase for many items including
new inventions, crafts, and artworks. The exposition
was enriched by a piece of art copyrighted by Henrietta
Briggs-Wall and executed by W. A. Ford, both of
Hutchinson. The pastel American Woman and Her
Political Peers was a popular attraction at Chicago.
It demonstrates the belief that a woman in the United
States had as little political power as the disenfran-
chised Indian, madman, convict, and idiot. Creating
quite a stir across the country, the pastel was repro-
duced on cards and distributed nationwide. Several
newspapers and journals commented on it including
the Alger County Republican in Michigan, which
stated that American Woman would be to woman
suffrage what Uncle Tom’s Cabin was to abolition.

Oil Painting

Henry Worrall emigrated from Cincinnati to
Topeka in 1868 and quickly discovered that Kansas
was not the dry wasteland he had heard. When his
eastern friends made derogatory statements about
the land’s aridity, Worrall sketched his version of
Drouthy Kansas in 1869. Originally done in charcoal,
then in this oil in 1878, Drouthy Kansas proclaimed
huge harvests of wheat, watermelons, and corn and
heavy rainfalls. The work drew much attention,
appearing on the cover of Kansas Farmer and on
circulars to promote immigration to Kansas.

Angell Disc Plow

In the 1920s, farmer/mechanic Charlie Angell
of Plains developed a new type of disc plow especially
adapted for wheat farming on the dry and windy High
Plains. Angell’s plow, unlike the traditional mold-
board plow, did not turn over the soil and completely
bury the surface trash. Instead, it merely tilled the
soil while incorporating the trash or stubble into
the top layer of the soil. This stubble then served as
a mulch which conserved precious moisture, reduced
wind erosion, and increased the humus content of
the soil. After producing close to five hundred of the
plows on his farm, Angell sold his rights to the plow
to the Ohio Cultivator Company which marketed it
as the “Angell One Way Disc Plow.” Angell made
this small, four-foot model (the most common size
of the field models was ten feet) in 1926 for use in
his family’s vegetable garden.
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Artifacts in the Exhibition

Teapot

Ca. 1810; porcelain; h. 4% in.,. diam. 4% in.

This Chinese export teapot was used by Rev. and
Mrs. Robert Simerwell when they worked at the
Pottawatomie Baptist Mission during the 1840s and
1850s. Donated by Susie M. Arnold and the estate
of Mary Esther Manley.

Riveting Hammer

1840-1860; steel; 1. 6% in.

The Reverend Robert Simerwell made this small
riveting hammer in the blacksmith shop of the
Pottawatomie Baptist Mission. Donated by Susie
M. Arnold and the estate of Mary Esther Manley.

Surveying Outfit

1845-1855; brass, steel, wood; transit on tripod,

h. 65 in.

Albert D. Searl used this surveying outfit to lay out
the towns of Lawrence, Topeka, and Manhattan for
settlement in the mid-1850s after Kansas was organized
as a territory. The outfit includes a transit, tripod,
chain, and box. Donated by Mrs. S. J. Searl.

In the artifact descriptions, dates have been assigned as follows:
a single date indicates that without question an item was made in
that particular year. A range of dates (1872-1878) means that the
artifact was made sometime within that period. The designation
“ca.” is used to specify a probable date within a span of five years
before or five years afterward. Thus a date of “ca. 1875” means
that the artifact probably was made about 1875, but could have been
made anytime between 1870 and 1880.

Comforter Fragment

1855; wool, linen, linsey-woolsey; 1. 21% in., w. 12% in.
A comforter was made of Revolutionary War soldiers’
cloaks and was sent from the Boston headquarters

of the New England Emigrant Aid Company to the
residents of Lawrence. There they auctioned it to

raise money to aid their free-state settlement. Only
fragments of the comforter remain. Donated by Louisa
B. Prentiss Simpson.

Seal

1854-1860; brass; diam. 1% in.

The territorial auditor’s office of Kansas embossed
many official documents with this seal. Donated by
William H. Morris.

Gavel

Ca. 1859; wood; 1. 10% in.

Alfred Larzelere used this gavel to bring the territorial
House of Representatives to order. Donated by the
heirs of Alfred Larzelere.

Candlesnuffer
Ca. 1830; cast iron; 1. 6% in., w. 24 in.
Residents of the Presbyterian Mission to the Iowa,

Sac and Fox used this candlesnuffer. Donated by
W.F. Horn.

Surveyor’s Compass

1845-1855; brass, walnut; 1. 15% in., w. 7 in.
Abolitionist John Brown used this compass while he
was employed as a surveyor in territorial Kansas in
the 1850s. In addition to the brass compass, the set
includes two brass protractors, two brass rules, a
plumb bob, and the original walnut case.

Pike

1858-1859; 1. 80% in.

This is one of about one thousand pikes which John
Brown had ordered specially made. Brown intended to
arm southern slaves with the pikes and lead them in
an insurrection. This particular pike was captured at
Harpers Ferry, Virginia, after Brown’s unsuccessful,
yet fateful, raid on the federal arsenal there in 1859.
Kansas State Historical Society purchase.

Medal

1877; gold; diam. 2% in. N

T his commemorative medal was struck in honor of
abolitionist John Brown by French republicans. It was
presented to Brown’s widow. Donated by the children
of John and Mary Brown.
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Presentation Revolvers

1860-1863; iron, ivory; 1. 13% in. (each).

In 1863, the men of Company A, Sixth Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, presented this pair of revolvers
to their major, J. Arrell Johnson, “as a token of his
soldierly qualities.” The silver-plated Model 1863
Remington revolvers have gold-plated cylinders and
wory grips. The presentation inscription is engraved
on silver plaques on the grips. Donated by J. Arrell
Johnson.

Saddle

1900-1920; leather, wood; 1. 29 in., h. 48 in.

Topekan P. H. Adams acquired this fine western
saddle from cowboy John Hicks when Adams insisted
that Hicks throw it in as part of a cattle deal.
According to one popular legend, author Owen Wister
based his hero “the Virginian” on the character of

his friend Hicks. Smith Brothers of Raton, New
Mexico, made the saddle. Donated by Lakin Meade.

Sledge

1880-1893; steel, hickory; 1. 26% in.

George L. Douglass, Republican speaker of the

house, used this sledge to smash the doors and gain
entry to the Populist-controlled house chamber during
the Kansas Legislative War in 1893. Donated by
George L. Douglass.

Doors

1880-1881; oak, walnut; h. 113 in., w. 29 in. (each).
These doors to the Kansas House of Representatives
were smashed during the 1893 Legislative War.
Donated by John Seaton and B. S. Warner.

Photographic Print .

Ca. 1893-ca. 1940; walnut, paper; 1. 10% in., w. 8% in.
The frame of this photograph was fabricated from a
piece of the wooden doors smashed during the

Legislative War. The wood was salvaged by
Republican McGowan Hunt. Donated by Mrs.
William Warren Powell.

Crandall Hammer

1880-1900; steel; 1. 25 in.

A temperance advocate presented this vicious-looking
tool to Carry A. Nation. Although originally intended
for dressing building stone, Mrs. Nation put it to use
in her anti-saloon crusade. Donated by Carry A.
Nation.

Pin

1901-1911; mother-of-pearl; 1. 1% in.

Pins such as this one were sold at temperance meetings
to raise funds. Donated by Mrs. Charles Ray Fuller.

Roster

1898-ca. 1910; paper; 1. 21% in., w. 17% in.

This roster was printed to commemorate a company
of Kansas volunteers that served in the Philippine
Insurrection. Donated by the United Spanish War
Veterans.

Inkwell

1930; silver plate; h. 4 in.

Charles Curtis, a Kansan who served as vice-president
of the United States from 1929 to 1933, was given this
silver-plated inkwell. Donated by Margaret L. Seusy.

Shaving Mug

Ca. 1920-ca. 1940; porcelain; h. 3% in., diam. 4% in.
Like many men of his time, Charles Curtis owned a
personalized shaving mug. His name is emblazoned
across this mug in bold, gilded letters. Donated by
Margaret L. Seusy.
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Pipe Bowl

1936; corncob; h. 2 in.

This pipe bowl was used as a promotional novelty
by Kansan Alfred M. Landon in his bid for the

presidency in 1936. Donated by Philip E. Zimmerman.

Necktie

1932-1944; rayon; 1. 47% in.

This tie is anexample of the novelties used in
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s several presidential
campaigns. Donated by Anita Reid Tannuzzo.

Drawing

1936; ink on paper; h. 17% in., w. 13%s in.

Cy Hungerford created this pen-and-ink cartoon
which illustrated a few of the issues of the 1936
presidential race.

Poster

1900; lithographic print; w. 24 in., h. 16% in.

T hus colorful lithograph was one of several used in
the presidential campaign between William McKinley
and William Jennings Bryan.

Ribbon

1904; silk; 1. 16% in.

Hugh S. Cooper was awarded this ribbon for the
outstanding corn he entered in the 1904 Louisiana
Purchase Centennial Exposition in Saint Louis.
Donated by H. S. Cooper.

Medal

1870; silver; 1. 5 in., w. 3 in.

Flour milling has always been an important industry
in Kansas. The Skelton Mills of Leavenworth was
presented this silver medal for its fine wheat flour.
Donated by Dora Skelton.

Quilt

Ca. 1890; cotton; 1. 37 in., w. 32% in.

Amanda Elizabeth Gorman of Osborne made this
quilt by tracing her little daughter’s hand for the
handprint appliques. Donated by Agnes Hibbs, Lala
Hibbs Morris, and Katherine Taylor Rowland.

Clock

1903-1907; oak; h. 71 in., w. 17% in.

Frank Kaho was a student of woodworking and
drafting at the Kansas State Manual Training Normal
School, Pittsburg, when he made this clock. Donated
by Mrs. Dean Depler.

Rolling Pin

1899; Osage orange; 1. 16% in., diam. 2% in.

John McCreary carved this rolling pin for his
daughter. He used the wood of the Osage orange, a
tree found in Kansas hedgerows. Donated by Paul
M. Reid.

Wastebasket

Ca. 1900; pine; h. 18 in., w. 10% in.

Pyrography was a popular home handicraft at the
turn of the century. All types of household items
were decorated by burning designs into the wood.
Donated by the estate of Hattie Mack.

Pillow Shams

Ca. 1880-ca. 1895; cotton; 1. 25% in., w. 27% in.
The art of embroidery was promoted by late- |
nineteenth-century women’s magazines which often i
featured designs for embroidered pillow shams in "
their pages. Donated by Mrs. Dale E. Logan and Mrs.
Gordon A. Summers.



puvymoy g ‘I $2ouvif fo 210152 Y1

&q parpuo( *£G§I Ul SDSUDY 0] Panows IYS UIYm 43y
ynm Appvo a3 ysy3uyg s1y) Y3noiq 9122047 Koy
UL %G "M

“ur 96 "y ‘sseirq ‘AueSoyew )81 "€2-0I81 "BD
AppeD waL

‘Avyvja ‘o Aoy Aq parpuoq “wayy yrim 31 1ySnoiq
&jrwnf ayy os ‘uwyd Furyooi 1y yim 1uvd jou
pinom vynf pjo-ivak-22.y [ ‘968 Ul Y1L0MUINDITT O]
DUWDGD] wWoif panow Kay] a.10faq spood pjoyasnoy
129y fo 350w fo pasodsip &juunf vyvjaq a2y I
U] "M “UTHET Y SouRd RO [0G8T "BD

arey) Sunpoy s,prryd

950y Avpy €q

pa1vuo( €681 01 681 WOLf aSNOY POS D UL pasn svm J]
‘SOSUDY 0] 2]qD] SLY] PILLADI UOSDM PILINO0I

UL g [ Ul 6g Y 9pdewr 10 K113y ‘GZ]T €D

91qeL

SIS A 421597 £q pajpuo(g

$8§8T Ul D)OUILE) O] puv] v woLf panow Kayl

sv £pruunf 1D [ 2Y7 Y1im pajanviy uoir affom sy J
ur 99 M

Ul 9} 1 ‘UOII Pa3I0J “UOII 1SeD ()08 "BI-0GLT "&D
uoIy djFeM

UOS]IPNE] T dur)asuvnyy £q

paipuo( gy 12y ui 42y271qd vI1)0lVW PIYSIAIYI 4IY
PILLLDI 20D)DAN “SAIA ‘ZEET Ul SDSUDY O] DYSDLQIN
WoLf PanOUL 20DV AL SIUD[ "SA] PUD AN UIY M
Ul %¢ "WeIp “ul 9 Yy aIemusayiies {81 ‘)
RYNLJ wer))

28nd g viwaygniyg

&q pa1vuoq "SP68I Y1 Ut SDSUDY 03 panouwL Aayy udym
WY Y1um 11 JYSnoLq pup punjiods ul JuLoy 113y}

ut 1ayong 4a1sny 134doos swyg pasn Luuuvf aSvg 2y J
Ul y¢ “Werp “ul ¢ "y ‘remusayires (Ggel ‘)

IR_YIILJ wrear)

1129dwv) ruurpy &q pajpuod "0L81 ur

s1pv] €31]v,4 01 panow 2y usaym wiry Yum 3t jYSnoiq
PUD DUDIPU] UL WOO0LG SIY] IPVUL 1]IMXDIN "W "IN
UTHIT "M “UL %8G [ ‘MBS ‘POOM 0L8]

wooig

‘uuan) ' f £q parouo( ‘12urqvo S1y} SO Yons suiage
P1oYasnoy pausisap £]1210214jul [0 SUIZOP IPPUL Y
mps))o.ss sty Suis;) yiomaif fo Lqqoy sy pakolua
oym udw Auvw fo auo svm oJawv g fo uuac) " *f
ur g 'm

“ut y¢g 'y ‘aded ‘Quid anurem (gog[ "©2-0L]I ‘BD
wpuIqe’)

anyo
vyado ] ay1 Aq paipuo( "Snw siy) uo agvaspuv] v

pajurng 3ingspig fo 1addor) Aoy vuys Furviolap o}

SIUI]D] I1ISUAD 412Y] Pa1)Gdv usuom sosuvy (uvp
"ur %F "wrerp “ut g/, g ‘urepdrod :£061
Snp

SYWILM PIUuLf Suipnjour suiiof

STOLUDA OJUL PIYLOM SDM 11DY Y J “KANJUID YIUIIJIULU

2y fo 1fviopuvy ivpndod v svm uvy fo Survam 2y J
"UT %83 "M TULHOE U -ITeY 10681 "B2-0981 ®D
yreaip

101 Jseitdy InQ jo sajdureg



102

Kansas History

Smooth Plane
1853-1870; beech; 1. 8 in.

Molding Plane
1833-1844; beech; 1. 9% in.

Molding Plane
1833-1844; beech; 1. 9% in.

Level
1850-1870; wood, brass; 1. 12% in.

Marking Gauge
1840-1870; beech; 1. 9% in.

Calipers

1840-1870; steel; 1. 6% in.

Byace

1840-1870; beech, brass; 1. 134% in.
Bit

1840-1870; steel; 1. 5 in.

Gouge
1860-1870; steel, wood; 1. 8% in.

Backsaw

1833-1870; steel, brass, wood; 1. 15 in.

These tools, many of which were made in Scotland,
belonged to carpenter William Bainbridge. Bainbridge
was among a small group of Scottish tradesmen and
their families who homesteaded an area of Republic
County in north-central Kansas in the early 1870s.
The area became known as the Scotch Plains. Donated
by Wilma V. Berry.

Chair

Ca. 1861; oak, woven bark; h. 32% in., w. 17% in.
Small shops as well as large factories produced
necessities for Kansas homes. John W. Worley made
this chair in his cabinet shop near Cherryvale.
Donated by the Woman’s Kansas Day Club.

Lamp

1910-ca. 1929; nickel-plated metal, glass; h. 22 in.
diam. 10% in.

One of the many products of the Coleman Lamp
Company of Wichita was the gasoline lamp. This
model was patented in 1910 and was popular through
the 1920s. Donated by Claude Brey.

Silk Fiber Sample

Ca. 1890; silk; 1. 15% in.

Experiments in raising silkworms took place in
Kansas from 1869 through the 1890s. The state
government established a silk station in Peabody
where this dyed sample was produced. Donated by
1. V. Horner.

Coverlet

1876; wool; 1. 85 in., w. 76 in.

Henry Adolph was a skilled weaver who worked in
Ohio, Indiana, and Iowa before moving to Kansas.
He made this jacquard coverlet in Clinton. Kansas
State Historical Society purchase.

Canning Jar

1901-ca. 1910; mold-blown glass; h. 9% in., diam. 4% in.
Coffeyville had natural resources which led to the
growth of its brick and glass industries. This canning
jar was produced at one of Coffeyville’s glass factories.
Donated by Joseph Bidwell.

Shirt

Ca. 1918; silk; 1. 34 in.

The Capital Shirt Factory of Topeka manufactured
this silk shirt. Donated by the estate of Robert
Billard.

Plains Rifle

1860-1890; iron, walnut; 1. 49% in.

Gunsmith John R. Biringer of Leavenworth made
this Plains-style rifle. The specimen has a .40 caliber,
octagonal barrel and a walnut half stock. Kansas
State Historical Society purchase.

Anti-cowkick

1907-1915; steel; 1. 31 in.

In 1907, Topekan Alfred B. Smith patented this
“anti-cowkick” or “kickers,” a device used to restrain
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104 Kansas History

ailments of livestock. The mill, made by the
Enterprise Manufacturing Company of Philadelphia,
bears decals of patriotic motifs and floral designs.
Donated by Mr. and Mrs. K. H. Petro.

Jigsaw

1877-1890; iron, wood; h. 40% in.

Jigsaws or scrollsaws were used during the Victorian
period to produce the elaborate scroll and perforated
designs associated with furniture styles then in vogue.
Hobbyist J. T. Genn of Wamego used this jigsaw to
make ornate fretwork furniture. Donated by the estate
of J. T. Genn.

Anvil
1875-1925; steel; 1. 31 in., h. 11% in.

Tire Measuring Wheel (Traveler)
1880-1930; iron; 1. 12 in.

Hoop Tongs
1880-1940; iron; 1. 21% in.

Hollow Bit Tongs
1880-1940; iron; 1. 18% in.

Punch
1880-1940; steel; 1. 174 in.

Apron

1900-1940; leather; 1. 33% in.

This group of blacksmithing tools was used in

the Turnbull blacksmith shop which operated
continuously as a family business in Maple Hill
from 1888 through the 1950s. Donated by the estate
of John Turnbull, Jr.

Dental Instrument Kit

1840-1875; steel, ivory, rosewood; case, 1. 17 in.,

w. 10 in.

This set of wvory-handled dental instruments with
rosewood case was used by Eben Palmer. He practiced

his profession in Jackson County from 1881 until
his retirement in 1907. Donated by F. R. Palmer.

Lithographer’s Stone

Ca. 1905; stone; 1. 10 in., w. 9 in.

This lithographer’s stone was used by the Hall
Lithographing Company of Topeka to print checks
and receipts. Donated by Clarence M. Locke.

Line Gauge

Ca. 1900-ca. 1930; brass; 1. 1876 in.

Used much like a ruler, this line gauge was used
by a printer to measure type. Donated by John A.
Ogle.

Leg-iron

1867-1890; iron, leather; 1. 14 in., h. 8% in.

Patented in Oregon in 1876, this variation of a ball
and chain was used at the Kansas State Penitentiary

in Lansing. Known as the “Oregon Boot,” it featured
an ankle weight supported on top of an iron frame
attached to a shoe. Donated by the Kansas Department
of Corrections.

QOutside Calipers
1900-1930; steel, brass; 1. 12% in.

Rule Calipers
1900-1930; brass; 1. 9% in.

Rule Calipers
1900-1930; brass; 1. 27% in.

The Bertillon system is a method of criminal
tdentification which uses calipers to take precise

body measurements. In the early 1900s, fingerprinting
began gradually to supersede this system as a means
of identification. This set of three Bertillon calipers
was used at the Kansas State Penitentiary in Lansing.
Donated by the Kansas Department of Corrections.

Paperweight

Ca. 1910-ca. 1920; glass; 1. 44 in., w. 2% in.

This paperweight was probably distributed as an
advertising novelty by the I. M. Yost Milling Company
of Hays. Donated by Leota Motz.
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Billiard Balls

Ca. 1860-ca. 1870; ivory; diam. 1% in. (each).

An Ozawkie poolroom possessed these solid ivory
billiard balls around the Civil War era. Donated by
Frank M. Skelton.

Bowling Ball

Ca. 1880-ca. 1900; burlwood?; diam. 84 in.

This wooden bowling ball was used in Burlingame
at a recreational hall. It features two sets of two
fingerholes of different sizes so that it can fit several
people. Donated by Charles Goebel.

Roller Skates

Ca. 1860-ca. 1880; pine; 1. 10% in. (each).

A bed brought to Kansas in 1855 provided the material
for these handmade roller skates. Donated by George
J. Remsburg.

Golf Bag
Ca. 1910-ca. 1930; canvas; 1. 32 in.

Golf Club
Ca. 1910-ca. 1930; hickory, wood; 1. 44% in.

Golf Club
Ca. 1910-ca. 1930; hickory, forged steel; 1. 39 in.

Golf Club
Ca. 1910-ca. 1930; hickory, forged steel; 1. 37 in.

Golf Club

Ca. 1910-ca. 1930; hickory, forged steel; 1. 35 in.
Hickory-shafted clubs such as these were used on
many golf courses early in this century. Hickory was

gradually replaced by steel and various other materials.

Donated by Lyal Dudley.

Trophy

1926; silver; h. 16% in.

The Goldsmith trophy was presented to the Milford
Goats for their championship season. This baseball
team was owned by Dr. John R. Brinkley, who gained
nationwide fame for his implantation of goat glands
in humans. Donated by Angela Brinkley.

Football Game

Ca. 1927; sheet steel; 1. 13%s in.

Many children played games such as this one
advertised in the 1927 Sears catalog. Donated by
Robert W. Richmond.

Card Game
1903-ca. 1910; paper; w. 5% in.
Gauvitt’s Stock Exchange card game was manufactured

in Topeka. Its appeal was based on the thrill of the
stock market, with cards indicating shares in various
railroad companies. Donated by Earl G. Radenz.

Semimechanical Bank

1875-1895; cast iron; h. 5% in.

The figure of this bank was based on William Marcy
“Boss” Tweed, the corrupt New York City politician.
When a coin is placed in Tweed’s hand, the hand
“pockets” the coin just as the real-life figure
“pocketed” many dollars. Donated by Opal C.

Teeter Robbins.

Still Bank

1907-ca. 1925; cast iron; h. 5% in.

Comac-strip characters provided subjects for
manufacturers of banks. This Mutt and Jeff bank
was probably produced soon after that comic strip
made its debut in 1907. Donated by Nyle H. Miller.

Mah-jongg

Ca. 1925-ca. 1940; bone, bamboo; 1. 9% in., h. 6% in.
During the 1920s mah-jongg became the most popular
parlor game, and sets of bone or ivory could be found
in many homes. Donated by the estate of George
McGill. ‘

Mechanical Toy

1906-ca. 1909; tin; 1. 7% in.

German manufacturers of tin toys enjoyed enormous
success throughout the United States before World
War I. The war forced this industry to produce war
materials instead of entertainment items. Donated

by the estate of Dr. Lamoile Rush and Ella Callen
King.
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Carving

Ca. 1920-1927; painted wood; h. 7% in.

Fred Douglas showed a great talent for carving figures,
then assembling them in bottles. Donated by Rhetta
Hood.

Sideboard

1870-1880; walnut; h. 88% in., w. 47% in.

The elaborate Renaissance Revival styling of the
stdeboard was fashionable before popular taste dictated
a return to less complicated furniture.

Sideboard

Ca. 1900-ca. 1910; oak; h. 63% in., w. 50% in.

The clean lines and simple ornamentation of Arts-
and-Crafts-style furniture had nationwide appeal.
Donated by Barbara Mertz.

Table
1896; cattle horns, pine; h. 28 in., w. 27 in.

Chair
1898-ca. 1900; cattle horns, walnut, fabric; h. 38 in.,
w. 24% in.

Furniture made of cattle horns was popular in the late
nineteenth century. Charles and Nancy Ellen Calwell
of Wetmore made several pieces including this table
and chair. Donated by Charles A. Calwell.

High Chair/Stroller

Ca. 1910; oak; h. 41 in., w. 17% 1in.

With the flip of a latch the seat can be lowered and
the legs spread out to convert this high chair into a
stroller. Donated by Opal C. Teeter.

Child’s Lounge

Ca. 1902; walnut, fabric; h. 22 in., 1. 42 in.

This scaled-down version of an adult lounge or
fainting couch furnished the backyard playhouse of
Saraleen Curtis of Topeka. Donated by Saraleen
Curtis.

Fish Knife

Ca. 1870-ca. 1895; silver plate, shell; 1. 12 in., w. 3% in.
As the elaborate marine motif on the blade indicates,
this utensil was designed solely for serving fish.
Donated by Mary E. Delahay.

Compote
Ca. 1880-ca. 1890; pressed glass; h. 14% in., diam. 8% in.
The log cabin, buffalo, and Indian pictured on this
pressed glass compote commemorate the nineteenth-
century American fascination with the West. Donated
by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Grogger.

Bride’s Bowl

Ca. 1885; silver plate, glass; h. 17 in., diam. 11% in.
Lauvishly decorated bride’s bowls were popular
wedding gifts during the 1880s. Donated by Mrs.
Vernon E. McArthur.

Tray

Ca. 1870-ca. 1885; papier-machg; 1. 30 in., w. 24 in.
Papier-maché was a material that was well suited to
the eclectic embellishments of Victorian design. A
picture of a dog, a gilded border, and inlaid abalone
shell adorn this example. Donated by Zulu Adams.



‘maudy ] uyof &q parpuo( ,, mo)q 13gdoyssvis,,
WU 21 100} Y] LOf PIULDI 2oUVLVIGGD 4D1NIIG
$71 Inq ‘U0 1108 20MpaL 0] pad]ay pivogpiowt
PO PNSNUN 2Y [ "POS ULSALA “YI1Y) 2Y] 4900 ULN]
01 sm0o)q pos pasn sa1uwiq Y1 UO $13)1135 (]4vF

UL 6§ 'Y Ul (8 ] ‘POOM ‘[331S ‘UOIL {(88T-GL8I
Mmold pos

250y 24nd (121008 [VILLOISLE] 21D SDSUDY "UOLIUINUL
S1Y IAISNYIL O 29O UV SIS PajLus) Y] 03
12POWL S1Y] PAIIULGNS I "UIDAS ULOLS S14QIP 42Y)O PUD
fvyo uvayor 01 pasn 22102p v ‘LOIVIVGIS UIVAT D LOf
Ju210q v Pan1adIaL PULDS O PISIE] SNAPPYY [ ‘Q/8T U]
UL g/ M “UT R '] [[291S ‘poOMm ([ /8]

10jeredag ureic) Jo [IPOJA IUNEY

129205 $3140Y 1) &q paipuo( ]apouws Y1 siamod 1Ja]

Y] 1D YUDLI PUDY Y [ SYLOM JUILTUI IN1JOULOIO] WDI]S
D MOY IVIISUOWIP 0] 19pOwWL Sty] pasn KJ17) a3po(] 1v
100y IS 22UU4GGDV S ADM)IVY 3] PIUDS Y] 1D SLOIINLISUT
UL #6 Y “ULY6g | TUOIL (0F61-0061

JUL3UY IATIOWO0D0 ] JO [IPOJA [BUOCHIINIISU]

"SDwoYy J 0zuo] fo 21v3sa 2y Lq paipuoq Surpnpo.is
210§2q S]11YSs S1Y 20044 0] UIPLO UL JOOYIS FUIYDWYITVM
1D 1U2WaGDISI S1Y] IPVUL SDULOY. [, OZUO] ) UDYIFO |

UL Hg "M UL %3 ([ ISSeIq 19681

yuawadedsyy

auyInw,] oy &q parpuo poudd siyy Surinp
Apawas svyngod v som sasPISIP SNONLIU LOf , JUIYID N
I14393]-012UBV Y 1UDJ S 42PPLY p Ssiav(,, ‘kpvivus
J0 1105 €4202 350D 40f 24MD P21§220D LjUOULULOD

D spm (7101432912 211D]S ‘QUNIUID YJUIIIIULU Y] U]
ULHy M UL [ {[e9s ‘AueSoyeut {0061-0981
suryoey Adeisyionddfy

"POOMUDE) P4 “SLN &q parvuo(] "sfriow

UDIPU] pUDIPoOo ] 914K 241 9)Guivxa s1y) fO SUL1IVG
YLOMPDaq (040]f INfL0]0I 3Y ] *SSILP [DIUOULILID

fo wan puorpounf-uou v ojur panjons yinog

PUD 421]0pUVQq Y3 ‘I L2PINOYS [PUOLIIUNS D 20U
ULGL M UL gy |

19A[9A ‘U0N0D ‘SUIPEIq WOO] ‘GZHT "BI-0881 "BD
yonog pue Ijopuey

‘wunqQysvgq ool £q parpuo(q “£8§81 ut £12190
]PI1L03SIE] Y] 0] w0041y KJ1uunf 2y) paruasaig
UOSPUDLS S UINQYSDA] "G/ T ‘T 4990100 ‘OppuUL Svm

70 YILY M UO VP Y] PUD JWDU S, UINGYSD ] 24V ULOY
217 U0 PanDISUs OS] “KwuD S U0ITULYSDA] UL 131P]OS
D UINQYSD AL UDYIDN O] PIFU0)2q ULOY Y T "9// ]
-G/ L1 {0 4a1urm 2y] Surinp uojsog pargnoro-ysiiiig
fo 23215 anbiun s Qwf pIUdULIIUOY) Y] S1914p ULOY
12pmoq vl Lavuonynjonay panvidus £1apnio siy
UL G [ UIOY 9[31ed (GLLT

UIOH I3pMOJ

NUYING maipu £q paypuoq pvayiaais v fo

advys ay1 ur squs €001 panuvd sa4njvaf 3707) 42Q1VI
SF PV G-19yotu ‘PanviTUI K]anisua)xa sty [ 152 4]
Pt 2Y1 [0 10quuks 215SD]I D 2UL0I2q SDY ,,4I)O0YS
XIS UINUOLY,, PUD  AdYDWIIVI],, IY] SD UMOUY
€11p1nbo0)]02 “4anjonay AWl UONIY I1BULS 1107 Y ]
UL HOT '] ‘AIOAT ‘UOIT [H88T

I2ATOAIY IOD)

WAL [ pavyory SN £q

pa1vuo( JudwWanow £423104 140 UVILZWE Y] [O S14D
Sut2au01d v ‘UIUID ] Y 142q] 7 £q PIIVLOIIP SDM

1] "€43370g poomyooy ayj fo 1onpoid v st 19YyI1ig s1y I
‘Ul %9 "WRIP Ul 8 'Y ‘3Iemuaylied g8y

BYNTJ

601 dseity InQ jo sajdureg



110 Kansas History

Disc Plow

1926; iron, steel; 1. 108 in., w. 78 in., h. 60 in.

In the 1920s, Charles Angell of Plains developed a
disc plow especially adapted for wheat farming in the
dry and windy High Plains. Marketed as the “Angell
One Way Disc Plow,” it changed dryland farming
methods. Angell used this small, four-foot model

in his family’s vegetable garden. Donated by C.
Francis Angell.

Boring Machine

1875-1900; steel, wood; 1. 28% in., h. 24 in.

Around the middle of the nineteenth century, boring
machines began to be substituted for, but did not
entirely replace, augers as a means of drilling holes in
wood. Donated by Carl Puderbaugh.

Fruit Parer

Ca. 1885-ca. 1920; cast iron; h. 10% in., w. 8% in.
Not only was the fruit parer a great labor-saving
device, but its gears and wheels could be decorated
to produce a functional tool of pleasing design.
Donated by Henry C. Vangampolard.

Butter Churn

Ca. 1880; oak, various woods, cast iron; 1. 108 in.,

h. 63 in.

The McFaddens of Peabody put their dog to work on
the treadmill of this butter churn. Donated by the
estate of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel McFadden.



The Marais des Cygnes Massacre
and the Execution of William Griffith

by Harvey R. Hougen

Y CURIOSITY concerning the Marais des

Cygnes Massacre led me on a fruitless

search for a complete and accurate account
of the tragedy. This paper is an attempt to provide
such an account. Readers who are familiar with the
event may question the spelling of the name “Hamil-
ton.” In most Kansas sources it is spelled with an “e”
(Hamelton). Be assured that the more conventional
spelling is the correct one. Sources concerning the
Hamilton family, primary and secondary, are available
in the Georgia Department- of Archives and History
(GDAH), Atlanta, and were consulted (see note 9).

This account of events on the day of the massacre
is based for the most part on primary sources—the
statements of survivors who were interviewed or who
wrote their recollections soon after the tragedy. The
narrative of Rev. B. L. Read in his long letter to Rev.
Nathan Brown (La Cygne Weekly Journal) and the state-
ments of Read and William Hairgrove (New York Times)
added a new dimension to the story. Newspaper ac-
counts based on interviews with the survivors were also
valuable. These sources became the basis for the eval-
uation of secondary materials. Ely Snyder’s Personal
Experiences was written by Snyder during his elderly
years and so was used with caution.

Concerning secondary sources, the brief account of
the massacre in Alfred T. Andreas’ History of the State
of Kansas appears to have been based on information
obtained from Rev. Read and is probably accurate as
far as it goes. The single most valuable secondary
source is William A. Mitchell, Linn County, Kansas: A
History. Mitchell’s book was used with caution, how-

Harvey R. Hougen, a retired U.S. Army officer, is a resident of Galesburg,
Illinois. He recetved a B.A. degree in history from Park College, Kansas City,
Missouri, and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in American history from Kansas
State University. His articles have appeared in the Kansas Historical
Quarterly and the Journal of the West, and he is presently working on
two book-length manuscripts, both of which concern the history of Kansas.
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ever, for it is poorly organized and contains some in-
formation which is clearly untrue (for example, his re-
marks concerning Rev. Read’s experiences after he left
the massacre site). On the other hand, his accounts of
other events were based on interviews with Austin
Hall, the massacre survivor who lived out his years in
Linn County, and fit well with the information ob-
tained from primary sources. Secondary sources ap-
pearing in the Kansas State Historical Collections (espe-
cially the articles written by Joel Moody and Edmund
Smith) were used to flesh out the narrative, but these
works are of uneven quality and were also used care-
fully.

Edmund Smith’s eyewitness account of the Griffith
execution (from the Mound City Clarion, reprinted in
Mitchell, Linn County) and news reports from the Kan-
sas City Daily Journal of Commerce were the principal

sources for the treatment of the trial and execution of
William Griffith.
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vene in territorial elections and to terrorize free-staters
(settlers who opposed the extension of slavery into
Kansas 'Territory). The proslavery legislature, elected
in March 1855, enacted a harsh slave code that pro-
vided severe penalties for persons who interfered with
the “peculiar institution.”

The situation rendered Kansas Territory virtually
lawless. Disgusted by the proslavery voting frauds,
free-staters boycotted the elections, refusing to recog-
nize the proslavery legislature or its laws. During 1855,
they formed the “Free-State” party, established a sepa-
rate government in Topeka, adopted a constitution
which forbade slavery, and organized a militia force.
The proslavery faction responded by forming the “Law
and Order” party and a militia which consisted largely
of proslavery Missourians. The free-staters contemp-
tuously referred to the Missourians as “Border Ruffi-
ans.” As early as December 1855, the two military
forces faced one another at Lawrence. A pitched battle
was narrowly avoided through negotiations between
Wilson Shannon, the official territorial governor, and
Charles Robinson, head of the unofficial free-state
government in Topeka.’ In any event, the ensuing
border warfare claimed at least fifty lives (estimates
range as high as two hundred), and its impact on the
United States was dynamic.

As the results of popular sovereignty unfolded, in-
cidents like the sack of Lawrence (by a proslavery
posse) and the Pottawatomie Massacre (an atrocity
committed by abolitionist John Brown and a band of
free-state men) emblazoned themselves on the nation’s
consciousness, fueling the sectional controversy that
preceded the Civil War. Lawrence was a center of free-
state activity and the home of free-state governor
Robinson. Moreover, Lawrence’s two newspapers were
a constant irritant to proslavery leaders. In May 1856 a
proslavery grand jury declared the newspapers and
the city’s Free State Hotel to be “nuisances” that could
be “removed.” Sheriff Samuel Jones responded by
forming a large posse that entered Lawrence and de-
stroyed the offending enterprises as well as other busi-
nesses and the home of Governor Robinson; two
Lawrence citizens were killed. John Brown was en
route to Lawrence with a free-state militia company
when he received word of the “sacking.” Three days
later, on May 24, 1856, Brown retaliated by butchering
five Franklin County proslavery men near “Dutch
Henry’s Crossing” on Pottawatomie Creek.!

Such events were widely publicized, but the situa-

3. Robert W. Richmond, Kansas: A Land of Contrasts, 2d ed. (St.
Louis: Forum Press, 1980), 72.
4. Ibid., 72-74.

tion in the southern border counties of Linn and
Bourbon received less attention. There, the presence
of proslavery and free-state settlers in near equal num-
bers and the proximity of proslavery bases in Missouri
created an explosive situation.

The soil in the southern border counties was as fer-
tile as any in the region, and rich stands of timber
grew along the streams that divided the rolling green
hills. The main watercourse in Linn County is the
Marais des Cygnes River, which flows across the
county in a southeasterly direction before entering
Bates County, Missouri, where it joins the Little Osage
to form the Osage River. The county immediately
south of Linn is Bourbon; the Little Osage flows
across Bourbon in an easterly direction, just below the
county line. Frenchmen who explored the upper
branch of the Osage were impressed by the number of
swans in the marshes along the river; hence, the name
Marais des Cygnes. Located on the river’s north bank,
about four miles west of the Missouri boundary, was a
cluster of buildings known to the early settlers as
Chouteau’s Trading Post (later organized as the town
of Trading Post). The “Post,” as it was sometimes
called, had been established by fur traders in 1834
and was one of the earliest white settlements in the
Kansas region.’®

The early arrivals in the southern counties were
proslavery, but as settlement progressed an increasing
percentage of the newcomers were free-staters. Fear-
ing loss of political control, proslavery leaders formed
night-riding “posses” to intimidate the unwelcome
newcomers—to warn them out of the territory. Few ac-
tual settlers rode with the posses. In the main, the
night riders were Border Ruffians—men whose policy
it was to “vote and shoot in Kansas” but who slept in
Missouri for safety. There were a few proslavery
ideologues among the Border Ruffians, but most of
them appear to have been frontier roughnecks of the
traditional variety. The posses sometimes used the
torch to underscore their warnings to free-staters.
During the summer of 1856, a large force of Border
Ruffians under command of a proslavery leader
named George W. Clarke swept through Linn County
laying waste to several farmsteads. One of the first to
watch his cabin burn was a small, black-bearded
Ohioan named James Montgomery. Rather than leave
Kansas Territory at the behest of Border Ruffians, the
forty-one-year-old Montgomery built a defensible
cabin and formed an association of free-staters—a
group committed to mutual protection.®

5. History of the State of Kansas (Chicago: A. T. Andreas, 1883),
1101-2.
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Hamilton, a wealthy and prominent physician whose
outspoken support for the proliferation of slavery be-
lied his Quaker background. Dr. Hamilton endorsed
McGee’s mission, publicly contributing one thousand
dollars, and his three adult sons decided to emigrate
to Kansas Territory. Charles Hamilton and his
younger brothers, George and Al, gathered a large
group of Georgians to move with them, arriving in
mid-1856. Charles took up a claim east of Trading
Post on the Missouri boundary, where he lived ostenta-
tiously with his slaves and fine horses. George P. Ham-
ilton, who had followed his father into the medical
profession, went to Fort Scott, in east-central Bourbon
County. Algernon S. Hamilton (known as Alvin or Al
in Kansas) settled in Paris, a now-extinct Linn County
town, where he studied law under Judge James
Barlow, a prominent proslavery man.'

Charles Hamilton, handsome in his mid-thirties
with a burly five-foot ten-inch frame, was accustomed
to authority. As captain of the “Cassville Dragoons”
during the Mexican War he had proven himself an
able commander. In accordance with custom, he re-
tained his military title after mustering out. Hamilton
built a fortified log cabin on his claim near Trading
Post. He and his brother George became the principal
leaders of the “Bloody Reds,” a group of Border Ruffi-
ans that ranged over Linn and Bourbon counties mak-
ing trouble for free-staters. Members of the group
could usually be found swilling whiskey at Sam

9. The name “Hamilton” is incorrectly spelled “Hamelton” in
important Kansas secondary sources; for example, in Mitchell, Linn
County, and Joel Moody, “The Marais des Cygnes Massacre,” Kansas
State Historical Collections, 1915—-1918, 14:208—23. The incorrect
spelling has been carried forward into more widely read works, such
as William F. Zornow, Kansas: A History of the Jayhawk State (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1957), 78. The root of the problem
can be found in an editor’s footnote to John H. Rice, “Capt. Charles
A. Hamelton [sic],” Kansas State Historical Collections, 1901 —1902,
7:467. Rice was a Kansas newspaper publisher who knew the Hamil-
ton family while living in Cassville, Georgia, during the antebellum
years. When queried about the spelling of the Hamilton name, Rice
assured the editor that it was spelled “with an ¢ (el, not il).” Unfortu-
nately, Rice was as wrong about the spelling of the name as he was
about certairn biographical data concerning the Hamiltons. The con-
ventional spelling is used in all references to the Hamiltons in offi-
cial military and legislative records as well as in secondary sources
held by the Georgia Department of Archives and History, Atlanta
(GDAH).

10. Mitchell, Linn County, 200; History of the State of Kansas, 1106;
John H. Rice to Hon. Joel Moody, Fort Scott, Kansas, July 7, 1892,
in Moody, “Marais des Cygnes Massacre,” 209—10; Elmer LeRoy
Craik, “Southern Interest in Territorial Kansas, 1854 —1858,” Kansas
State Historical Collections, 1919—1922, 15:394—406; Pearl Wilcox,
Jackson County Pioneers (Independence, Mo.: By the author, 1975),
270-71; and George M. Battey, Jr., A History of Rome and Floyd
County, State of Georgia, U.S.A., Including Numerous Incidents of More
than Local Interest, 1540—1922 (Atlanta: Webb and Vary Co., 1922),
1:630.

Brown’s saloon in Trading Post or Jerry Jackson’s store
on the Missouri side of the boundary."

During 1857, several new sets of neighbors moved
into the Marais des Cygnes Valley and settled near the
Hamilton plantation—much to the owner’s distaste.
William Colpetzer, Ely Snyder, Michael Robertson,
Rev. B. L. Read, and the brothers Austin and Amos
Hall were among the new arrivals; all of them were
sympathetic to the free-state cause. The forty-three-
year-old Ely Snyder, a blacksmith, became a special ir-
ritant. Soon after his arrival, Snyder became em-
broiled in an argument with a Bloody Red in Sam
Brown’s saloon. When the man reached for a knife,
Snyder floored him with a hard punch to the head.
Several months later, the blacksmith had a confronta-
tion with Hamilton himself, during which the Geor-
gian threatened to kill him. Snyder kept a loaded shot-
gun at his side from then on."”

Hamilton also disliked William Hairgrove, a fellow
Southerner who was nominally proslavery. Hairgrove’s
leathery complexion and snowy, white hair caused him
to appear much older than his fifty-eight years. His
neighbors referred to him as “Old Man” Hairgrove,
but they admired his intelligence. He and his adult son
Asa established a claim near Hamilton’s in 1857. Soon
afterward, the elder Hairgrove, who had become ac-
quainted with the Hamilton family while living in the
South, called on the Georgian to pay his respects and
was rudely turned away. The Lecompton constitution
appears to have been at the bottom of Hamilton’s con-
tempt for Old Man Hairgrove, because despite his
proslavery sympathy, Hairgrove opposed the Lecomp-
ton document.”

In the fall of 1857, Hamilton withdrew temporar-
ily to Missouri. Using Bates County as a base, he and
the Bloody Reds joined in an effort to drive free-
staters from the valley of the Little Osage. One group,
led by a notorious roughneck called “Fort Scott” Brock-

11. W. P. Tomlinson, Kansas in Eighteen Fifty-Eight, Being Chiefly a
History of the Recent Troubles in the Territory (New York: H. Dayton,
1859), 63; E. R. Smith, “Marais des Cygnes Tragedy,” Kansas State
Historical Collections, 1897—-1900, 6:366, 368; Military Records,
1846—1848, file 1, GDAH; Capt. Charles A. Hamilton to Gov.
George Crawford, September 25, 1847, GDAH; and Ely Snyder, The
Personal Experience of Capt. Ely Snyder in the Early Settlement of Kansas
(Osawatomie: N.p., 1897), 3, hereafter cited as Personal Experiences,
the first-page title. According to William A. Mitchell in Linn County,
the owner of the saloon in Trading Post appears to have been a man
named Daniels, but Ely Snyder recalls in his Personal Experiences that
the saloon keeper was Sam Brown. Brown, of course, could have
been an employee of Daniels.

12. Mitchell, Linn County, 207; Snyder, Personal Experiences, 2—4;
and Tomlinson, Kansas in Eighteen Fifty-Eight, 64.

13. Mitchell, Linn County, 200, 207; Leavenworth Times, June 5,
1858; History of the State of Kansas, 1102.
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80 Kansas History

ing Hamiltons warning, attempted to dissuade the
crowd, pointing out that proslavery men still had con-
trol of the courts and that their problems could be re-
solved legally. But Hamilton had whipped his listeners
into a frenzy. A mob of about two hundred rode out of
the camp with him."

Judge Barlow got the motley army’ attention again
when it halted near the border to organize. By that
time, the effects of the whiskey had begun to wear off;
many of the would-be invaders were cold, hungry, and
sick. They listened as Barlow explained that their
squirrel rifles and shotguns would be of dubious value
against the Sharps rifles of the Jayhawkers. Hamilton
angrily broke up the meeting, calling out his brothers;
“Fort Scott” Brockett and the Bloody Reds joined
them. A party of thirty-three crossed the territorial
boundary, following the south bank of the Marais des
Cygnes westward.”

The dawn of May 19, 1858, promised a beautiful
day. The sun was already burning brightly when a
young Bourbon County farmer named Patrick Ross
passed through Trading Post at about 8:00 A.M. He
might have noticed a group of laborers beginning
their day’s work on the new sawmill which was under
construction in the village. Ross was heading south-
ward, toward his farm on the Little Osage—land that
Border Ruffians had forced him to vacate a few weeks
previously. About one mile south of the village, he en-
countered a band of armed horsemen led by Capt.
Charles A. Hamilton, who immediately took him pris-
oner. Ross undoubtedly recognized some of his cap-
tors as the men who had evicted him.?

After seizing Ross, Hamilton forded the river and
approached Trading Post on the north bank. The ma-
rauders emerged from the timber at the sawmill con-
struction site, capturing the surprised workers. John
Campbell, a young Pennsylvanian who operated the
general store for its absentee owner, was talking with a
customer when he heard the commotion; he walked
outside and greeted the approaching horsemen cheer-
fully. Hamilton arrested Campbell and his customer,
then allowed his men to plunder the store. After
searching the village, he released all prisoners except
Ross and Campbell. Marching on foot, the two men
hurried to keep up with their mounted captors as they
rode northward, out of the village.?

19. Smith, “Marais des Cygnes Tragedy,” 367—68; and Smith,
article from Mound City Clarion, n.d., reprinted in Mitchell, Linn
County, 211-15.

20. Mitchell, Linn County, 212.

21. History of the State of Kansas, 1104; Mitchell, Linn County, 207.

22. Mitchell, Linn County, 203.

The Reverend B. L. Read, who had delivered the
Sharps rifles to Montgomery, lived on a farm north of
Trading Post. Read and his wife Sarah had come to
Kansas from Waukegan, Illinois, in July 1857. At
about 9:00 A.M., the minister saddled his pony and
rode to the nearby farm of Sam Nichols to borrow a
draft horse. He was about to turn in at the Nichols
farm, one mile north of the village, when two friends
hailed him. The three were talking when the Border
Ruffians surrounded them. Hamilton ordered Read
to get in line with Ross and Campbell, but the minister
refused. “You won’t, eh? God damn you,” growled
Hamilton, drawing his revolver. Read and his friends
quickly complied.”

William Stillwell departed Mound City with his
team and wagon early on the morning of May 19,
bound for Kansas City to pick up a load of machinery
for a client. Rumors concerning Border Ruffian activ-
ity caused Mrs. Stillwell to fear for her husband’s
safety, but William had laughed and kissed away her
tears before taking his leave. She watched him drive
away into the coming sunrise, whistling a gay tune, but
the tune suddenly faded as he crossed the hilltop. The
whistling, she thought, must have been for her. Mrs.
Stillwell returned to the one-room cabin and busied
herself; the children would soon be up. Stillwell’s trip
was uneventful until he passed through Trading Post.
Now, he saw horsemen blocking the road at the Nichols
farm; the situation made him uneasy. He was carrying
over two hundred dollars in cash, so he stopped
momentarily to hide the money under some hay in the
wagonbed. When Stillwell approached, the Ruffians
ordered him to dismount; then, after searching and
questioning him, they ordered him to get in line with
the other prisoners.*

Hamilton clearly wanted Sam Nichols, a prominent
free-state man, but Nichols had gone away on busi-
ness. After ransacking the farmstead and terrorizing
Mrs. Nichols and her children, the Border Ruffians
stole three of Nichols’ horses, as well as Read’s pony
and Stillwell's team, but they left Stillwell’s wagon
standing on the road, the money still hidden under the
hay. Before leaving the Nichols farm, Hamilton re-
leased Rev. Read’s two friends but held Read and
Stillwell, along with Ross and Campbell.?

Hamilton now turned eastward, heading back

23. Rev. B. L. Read to Rev. Nathan Brown, Osawatomie, January
18, 1859, Paola Citizen, n.d., reprinted in the La Cygne Weekly Journal,
July 5, 1879. The name “Read” is also spelled “Reed” in some
sources.

24. Ibid.; interview with Mrs. William Stillwell, Linn County Re-
public, Mound City, May 28, 1897; and History of the State of Kansas,
1104-5.
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82 Kansas History

sured the startled woman that she had “no occasion for
alarm.” Sarah Read thought differently, fearing that
her husband would be taken into Missouri and that she
would never see him again.”

She decided to follow the gang if she could, so she
took her spyglass and hurried to the Nichols farm,
where she found Mrs. Nichols and her children crying
and the house in great disarray. In any event, Mrs.
Nichols pointed out the eastward course of the Border
Ruffians. With the spyglass, Sarah saw the entourage
about two miles distant, in the vicinity of the William
Colpetzer farm. She hurried after them.?

When she arrived at Colpetzer’s she found Mrs.
Colpetzer with Mrs. Michael Robertson and Mrs.
Charles Snider. She quickly learned that all their hus-
bands had been taken. Mrs. Colpetzer had urged
William to hide when Hamilton’s henchmen ap-
proached, but he insisted that he had nothing to fear.
They seized Colpetzer but assured his terrified wife
that no harm would come to him. Another detachment
of Ruffians had visited the Robertson place. Mrs. Sni-
der and her husband Charles (not related to Ely Sny-
der, the blacksmith), had come from Effingham, Illi-
nois, to visit the Robertsons. The Ruffians seized Sni-
der and Robertson, telling the women that they only
intended to talk to the men. Apparently, the three
women had accepted the Hamilton gang at their word,
for Mrs. Colpetzer cordially invited the minister’s wife
to spend the afternoon with them. Sarah Read didn’t
share their optimism, however; she continued on her
way.?

The marauders left the trail at Michael Robertson’s
place, heading in a northeasterly direction, toward Ely
Snyder’s claim. Hamilton now had ten captives. In ad-
dition to Amos Hall, Colpetzer, Robertson, Snider,
and the four men captured in the vicinity of Trading
Post, the invaders had taken William and Asa Hair-
grove. Old Man Hairgrove had been planting corn
when he looked up to see Al Hamilton on horseback,
glaring down at him. “Come with me to the Hall
place,” ordered Hamilton. “By whose authority,” re-
torted Old Man Hairgrove. Al Hamilton pulled a
Sharps rifle from its boot and pointed it at him; Hair-
grove cooperated. When they arrived at the Hall
place, about thirteen mounted Ruffians were standing
outside the cabin with Amos Hall, who was on foot,
appearing ill and shaken. The group marched to
Hairgrove’s farmstead, where they seized Old Man
Hairgrove’s son Asa and stole a span of mules. Old

27. Statement of Mrs. B. L. Read, January 18, 1859, Paola Cit:-
zen, n.d., reprinted in Ly Cygne Weekly Journal, July 12, 1879.

28. Ibid.

29. Ibid.; and History of the State of Kansas, 1104—5.

Man Hairgrove’s wife, daughter-in-law, and grandson
watched them march away. Continuing on the cross-
country trek, Hamilton soon observed an ox cart ap-
proaching on the line of march; it was Austin Hall,
Amos’s brother, returning from Snyder’s blacksmith
shop. A detachment rode forward to intercept him.
Hall’s infected eyes rendered him virtually blind in the
hard, bright sunlight. By the time he realized what
was happening, the Border Ruffians were upon him.»

Hamilton now stepped up the pace, causing the
eleven captives to move at a trot. When they faltered,
the Ruffians bumped them with horses. A man asked
to drink from a stream as he waded across but was told
to “wait and get it in hell.” The captives recognized
former neighbors among their tormentors: the
Yealocks, Mike Hubbard, Tom Jackson, and of course
Charles Hamilton. There were other familiar faces;
included were George and Al Hamilton, Brockett,
Charles Matlock, and William Griffith. Old Man Hair-
grove would remember Griffith, for he was leading
two mules that he had stolen from the Hairgrove
farm.*

When the raiding party halted on a hilltop called
Priestly Mound, Hamilton announced that he in-
tended to call on “his friend” Ely Snyder and departed
with a detachment. The blacksmith shop was close by,
at a lower elevation, clearly visible from the hilltop. In
the shop with Snyder were his brother and a neighbor;
his sixteen-year-old son was in the nearby cabin. The
captives watched while the four men sucessfully
fought off their assailants, severely wounding one Ruf-
fian. Hamilton himself absorbed seven pieces of buck-
shot from Ely Snyder’s shotgun, and his horse, un-
doubtedly a favorite mount, had been shot through
the neck. He returned to the main body of his band
riding a horse belonging to a subordinate, while the
man led the injured animal. The Georgian was in a
nasty mood. A captive had the effrontery to ask him
what had happened at Snyder’s. “He gave me a little of
what I intend to give you a good deal of,” came the
ominous reply.*

The Marais des Cygnes Massacre
Hamilton had no inkling of Montgomery’s where-
abouts. The Jayhawkers could already be in pursuit; if
so, the firing at Snyder’s place would have revealed his
location. In any event, there was no time to waste. The
marauders descended from the hilltop, then moved up
a ravine located a few hundred yards from Snyder’s

30. Mitchell, Linn County, 203—4; and statement of William
Hairgrove, New York Times, June 9, 1858, 2.

31. Mitchell, Linn County, 204—5; and Kansas City Daily Journal of
Commerce, October 8, 1863.
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84 Kansas History

fired from a shotgun by Dr. George P. Hamilton, a
fellow Mason; Stillwell fell dead. A load of buckshot
put Old Man Hairgrove down. As he fell, a rifle ball
tore into his back, passing through one lung before
lodging in his chest. Austin Hall stood between Old
Man Hairgrove and William Colpetzer. He turned to
see Colpetzer fall, going to the ground with him, unin-
jured.®

The executioners held their positions in silence for
a few moments before Hamilton ordered two men to
dismount and finish off any victims who showed signs
of life. As they descended into the ravine, William
Colpetzer struggled to rise, begging to be spared. A
Ruffian shot him through the head. While the bodies
were kicked and prodded, Al Hamilton sat on his
horse taking potshots at the fallen men.*

Men on horseback shouted advice to their com-

35. Ibid.; Leavenworth Times, June 5, 1858; Kansas Tribune,
Topeka, May 29, 1858; and Mitchell, Linn County, 205.

36. Mitchell, Linn County, 205; History of the State of Kansas,
1105; and Smith, “Marais des Cygnes Tragedy,” 369.

rades in the ravine. Mike Hubbard noticed that Amos
Hall was breathing. “Put a pistol to his ear,” he ad-
vised. A mop-up man carelessly placed the muzzle of
his weapon against Amos’s cheek and fired. The ball
nearly severed his tongue, but he lived on. “Old Read
ain’t dead,” observed Hamilton. “Which is him?”came
the query. “Why there the old Devil is, looking at you,”
responded another. The victim indicated was actually
Patrick Ross; a bullet in the head finished him. “See
that man humped up, he ain’t dead,”called a kibitzer,
indicating Austin Hall. One of the mop-up men kicked
Hall and rolled him over, finding him covered with
blood. “He’s dead as the Devil,” came the response. But
the blood that drenched Austin Hall had flown from
the wounds of Old Man Hairgrove, who was lying next
to him. Satisfied, Hamilton ordered his men to infil-
trate to safer territory in-groups, then to assemble at
Jerry Jackson’s store on the Missouri side.”

Sarah Read had turned northward after leaving

37. History of the State of Kansas, 1105; Read to Brown, La Cygne
Weekly Journal, July 5, 1879; Mitchell, Linn County, 205.
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This sketch of the Marais des Cygnes Massacre site was included in W. A. Mitchell’s

Linn County, Kansas: A History (1928).
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86 Kansas History

tive free-state men toward the Missouri boundary. The
Snyder group had fared well against the intruders, but
Ely had taken a ball in the fleshy part of a thigh, in
addition to several superficial wounds, and he knew
that the Hamilton gang was strong enough to take him
if it wanted him badly enough. Accordingly, Ely or-
dered his wife and younger children to seek refuge
with one of the neighbors, while the four men took to
the brush. A short time later they heard firing—an
intense fusillade followed by sporadic shooting that
lasted about five minutes. The four stayed in their
hiding place, a defensible location at the edge of a
dense growth of underbrush. Snyder soon saw a lone
man approaching and brought his gun to bear on him,
waiting to see whether he was friend or foe. As the
man drew closer he recognized him as Austin Hall,
who had been at the blacksmith shop with his plow
that very morning. Knowing nothing of the ordeal
which Hall had survived, Snyder hailed him. “What
are you doing here without a gun?” Hall told his story
to Snyder and his men, assuring them that the Border
Ruffians had withdrawn to Missouri. On their way to
the massacre site the five men passed Snyder’s shop,
finding a team and wagon waiting for the blacksmith.
Upon learning of the emergency, the wagoner volun-
teered his services.*

Sarah Read was exhausted and emotionally
drained as she climbed out of the ravine to do her hus-
band’s bidding. After gaining higher ground, she
made her way in a southeasterly direction, along the
side of a long ridge, hurrying as best she could. In the
valley at the end of the ridge was a house. Her call for
assistance was rudely declined by a proslavery man
who called himself a “friend to good law in society.”
Continuing on her way, she encountered Old Man
Hairgrove’s young grandson. After assuring the youth
that his father and grandfather had survived the
shooting, she asked him to take her pony and ride to
Sam Nichols’ house for assistance. He leaped astride
the animal and galloped away. Next, she met Mrs. Ely
Snyder and her children, who were returning to their
cabin near the blacksmith shop. Mrs. Snyder had
sought sanctuary with neighbors, but the people were
proslavery and had turned her away. She feared that
her husband and son might be among the slain. Alone
again, she pushed onward, disconnected thoughts
rushing through her mind: a slave child torn from its
mother’s arms; a slave husband sold away from his wife
and children; brave men lying on the ground, life’s
blood oozing from their wounds. Slavery, she thought,
was nothing but a source of heartache.*

She found Mrs. Colpetzer as well as the two Hair-

grove women at Old Man Hairgrove’s farmstead. Mrs.
Colpetzer was shattered to learn of her husband’s fate
but recovered quickly, offering her wagon and oxen to
help the wounded. The four women put containers of
water, bedclothes, and other necessities on the wagon
and started for the ravine. Initially, they had difficul-
ties with the oxen, but Mrs. Colpetzer’s twelve-year-old
son soon caught up with them and took control of the
animals.*

Arriving at the grisly scene, they found the five
dead men (Ross, Stillwell, Colpetzer, Robertson, and
Campbell, who died shortly after Hall’s departure)
and Charles Snider, who was severely wounded. The
remaining four had gone into the timber in search of
water. Sarah Read gave Snider a drink and covered
him with a sheet to protect him from the burning sun,
then stood for a moment with Mrs. Colpetzer next to
the lifeless form of her husband William. Before ac-
companying the younger Mrs. Hairgrove into the tim-
ber, Sarah brushed the flies away from the dead and
covered the faces with hats. The younger Mrs. Hair-
grove quickly found her husband Asa, and Sarah came
upon Old Man Hairgrove and Amos Hall. The elder
Hairgrove was faint from loss of blood, but he told her
that Rev. Read had discovered that he could walk and
guessed that he had made his way to one of the nearby
farmsteads.*

In the meantime, Ely Snyder’s group arrived at the
massacre site and helped load the wounded on the
Colpetzer wagon. When the women had started on
their way to Trading Post with the wounded, Snyder
and the others loaded the dead on the other wagon.
Free-state men were already gathering at the Nichols
farm when the Hairgrove boy arrived on Sarah Read’s
pony with news of the massacre. Several of the men
rode out to escort the women and the wounded. Oth-
ers rode on toward the massacre site. The injured men
were taken to a cabin near the Nichols farm, where
they were treated by physicians, while the dead were
laid out in a vacant house, also located in the vicinity
of the Nichols place.”

Sarah Read searched the timber fruitlessly, then
made her way back toward Hairgrove’s. She was near
exhaustion when the wagon carrying the dead picked
her up. The driver prepared a seat for her in the

43. Snyder, Personal Experiences, 7—8.

44. Statement of Mrs. B. L. Read, La Cygne Weekly Journal, July
12, 1879.

45. Ibid.

46. Ibid; and Read to Brown, La Cygne Weekly Journal, July 5,
1879.

47. Snyder, Personal Experiences, 8—9; and Mitchell, Linn County,
206.
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88 Kansas History

published in the September 1858 Atlantic Monthly.

recruited a defense company and built a “fort” next to
Ely Snyder’s shop. Old Man Hairgrove joined the com-
pany, spending many days with the famous abolitionist
during the summer of 1858; the two men apparently
got along well. If Hairgrove was proslavery, he was def-
initely anti-Border Ruffian. In any case, the situation
remained quiet, for the Marais des Cygnes Massacre
had engendered a distaste for violence on both sides.
Montgomery sensed the change; in July, the newspa-
pers reported that he had returned to his fields.”
Men like John Brown were no longer relevant to the
free-state cause but, as a militant abolitionist who be-
haved in the manner of a monomaniac, Brown was in-
sensitive to the altered Kansas mood. When the de-
fense company disbanded he departed Linn County
temporarily, returning during the autumn with several
of his abolitionist cohorts. In December 1858, using
Linn County as a base, he launched a two-pronged
raid into Missouri, freeing eleven slaves. Brown led
one raiding party himself, spiriting ten slaves into
Kansas without spilling blood, but his subordinate

55. Moody, “Marais des Cygnes Massacre,” 220—21; and Leaven-
worth Journal, July 8, 1856.

John Greenleaf Whittier paid tribute to the massacre victims in “Le Marais du Cygne,”

Aaron Stevens, who led the second party, killed a slave-
holder in the process of liberating one person. Brown,
of course, received credit for the “dreadful outrage”;
both President Buchanan and the Missouri governor
saw to it that rewards were offered for his apprehen-
sion.*

Brown responded by writing his famous “parallels.”
He wrote the message at the home of his friend Augus-
tus Wattles in Moneka, Linn County, but dated it at
Trading Post to divert suspicion from Wattles and the
Franklin County persons who were providing sanctu-
ary for members of his abolitionist group and the lib-
erated slaves. In the document, he compared his Mis-
souri raid to the Marais des Cygnes Massacre, express-
ing astonishment that the same authorities had made
no determined efforts to “ferret out and punish” the
Hamilton band. Brown could have pointed to another
parallel, that of his own exploit on Pottawatomie
Creek in 1856 and the Marais des Cygnes Massacre,
for both incidents involved the brutal murder of five

56. History of the State of Kansas, 1104; and Stephen B. Oates, o
Purge This Land with Blood: A Biography of John Brown (New York:
Harper and Row, 1970), 261-62.
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90 Kansas History

The Execution of William Griffith

In the aftermath of the Marais des Cygnes Massa-
cre the free-state newspapers demanded that the mur-
derers be punished with death, “especially the lead-
ers,” but the Hamilton band faded into the landscape.
According to rumor, the three Hamiltons had re-
turned to Georgia. Linn County authorities soon
learned that one of the marauders, Charles Matlock,
was in Bates County, Missouri, boasting about killing
Kansas abolitionists. A Linn County posse quickly
rode into Bates County and arrested him. Amos Hall’s
wounds were still healing, but he joined the posse.
Linn County had no jail, so Matlock was held at Ely
Snyder’s place for a time, then taken to the county seat
at Paris to face a grand jury. In Paris, an inattentive
guard allowed Matlock to escape, and he was never
recaptured. In any event, the grand jury brought a
first-degree murder indictment against the entire
Hamilton band.*®

William Hairgrove was sixty-one when Fort Sumter
fell, too old to enlist in a volunteer regiment, but the
Linn County militia welcomed him. In the spring of
1863, a series of disorders in the city of Leavenworth
caused the commander of Fort Leavenworth to declare
an emergency. Hairgrove’s militia unit was called into
service at the fort to help enforce martial law in Leav-
enworth County.*

One day Hairgrove traveled to Parkville, a town lo-
cated twenty miles south of Leavenworth on the
Missouri side of the river. In Parkville, he recognized
William Griffith, the man who had stolen his mules on
the day of the massacre, five years before. Hairgrove
returned to Fort Leavenworth and reported the matter
to his commander, who was also from Linn County.
The officer ordered a sergeant and a squad of soldiers
to accompany Hairgrove back to Parkville to arrest the
Missourian. The detachment seized Griffith without
difficulty and promptly turned him over to Linn
County civil authorities.®

At the time of the Marais des Cygnes Massacre,
William Griffith lived in Bates County, but he was fre-
quently seen at Fort Scott in the company of Brockett
and other Border Ruffians. A former Jayhawker who
knew him recalled that people on both sides of the
border considered him “a stupid, ignorant, and harm-
less kind of a man.” Griffith attended the Papinsville
meeting and had consumed his share of the whiskey

58. Leavenworth Times, May 29, 1858; and Mitchell, Linn County,
108-9.

59. Smith, article from Mound City Clarion, n.d., reprinted in Mit-
chell, Linn County, 211-13.

60. Ibid.

before being swept up in the excitement generated by
Hamilton’s speech.®

When arrested by the militiamen at Parkville, Grif-
fith had made it known that he wanted to hang. At the
arraignment in Linn County, he entered a guilty plea
and asked to be executed immediately, but Judge Tha-
cher refused to accept the plea. Instead, he appointed
two able lawyers to defend the accused man and or-
dered that the case be tried. The attorneys based their
defense on the Amnesty Act of 1859, which had been
passed by the legislature to end recrimination relating
to border warfare. The law forbade prosecution of all
crimes stemming from “political difference of opin-
ion” during the preceding four years. The massacre
appears to have been exactly such a crime, but the
prosecution maintained that it was a vendetta. In any
case, the Amnesty Act meant little under the circum-
stances, for the Civil War had revived the border skir-
mishes on a grand scale.®

Griffith admitted being with the Hamilton band,
helping with the arrests, and stealing Hairgrove’s
mules, but he attempted to mitigate his guilt by claim-
ing that he had been posted elsewhere at the time of
the shooting. His story was plausible, for it is unlikely
that the stolen horses and mules were led into the ra-
vine, and Hamilton probably posted sentinels before
he entered it. Several massacre survivors were called
as witnesses, but it appears that none, save Old Man
Hairgrove, could definitely place Griffith at the mas-
sacre site. The jurors deliberated for three hours be-
fore bringing in the guilty verdici.®

The sheriff held Griffith in a vacant building to
await his October 30 execution date, heavily guarded
by Linn County militiamen. The prisoner smoked and
drank coffee with his guards, maintaining an attitude
of careless good humor. There were undoubtedly
some who would have relished lynching Griffith, but
Mound City residents lavished kindness upon him
during his brief period of waiting. Three clergymen
administered to him spiritually. The Reverend Mr.
Goodright, pastor of the Christian church, may have
had a slight upper hand in the soul-saving, for on Oc-
tober 21, Griffith made a profession of faith and Rev.
Goodright baptized him by immersion. The ceremony
reportedly brought tears to the eyes of many witnesses
and left Griffith “weeping like a child.”

61. Ibid.; and Charles E. Cory, “The Soldiers of Kansas: The
Sixth Kansas Cavalry and Its Commander,” Kansas State Historical
Collections, 1909—-1910, 11:229.

62. Bailey, Border Ruffian Troubles, 42; Kansas City Daily Journal of
Commerce, October 8, 1863; and Kansas Territory, General Laws,
1859, ch. 104.

63. Kansas City Daily Journal of Commerce, October 8, 1863.
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92 Kansas History

party were unaware of plans to shoot captives, for they
were reluctant to fire on them. Recall that Hamilton
issued the command to begin firing several times, then
squeezed off the first shot himself to get his men
started. One might conclude that they were
incredulous—that they were unwilling to believe what
they were hearing. Moreover, if he had planned to
massacre his captives he would certainly have taken
Fort Scott Brockett into his confidence, for Brockett
was a trusted lieutenant who was no stranger to vio-
lence. But Brockett’s remarks at the time of his deser-
tion indicate that he might have thought better of join-
ing the foray if he had known that helpless men were
to be gunned down.

The summary execution of the captives can be ex-
plained. Ely Snyder’s repulse of the attack on the
blacksmith shop did more than superficially wound
Hamilton with buckshot; it injured the arrogant Geor-
gian’s pride—angered him. Perhaps the prisoners paid
the price for Snyder’s successful defense. Moreover,
pursuit by Montgomery’s band must have been a major
concern, for Hamilton had spent several hours in the
vicinity of Trading Post. The firing at Snyder’s black-
smith shop could have revealed his location; time was
running out. The captives, marching on foot, had be-
come an encumbrance impeding a timely withdrawal
from the territory. To release them without a trial
would have been an admission of defeat; shooting
them was the alternative. Anger and expedience, then,
appear to have been the immediate reasons for Hamil-
ton’s decision to murder his victims.

But why was the marksmanship of the Hamilton
band so poor? The Border Ruffians fired at their vic-
tims point-blank, at a range of not more than twenty-
five feet, and six of the eleven victims survived. The
explanation may be twofold: first, the Ruffians fired
from horseback; second, some of the shooters were
probably reluctant. A horse can be an unstable firing
platform and the opening shots could have spooked
some of the animals, causing subsequent shots to go
awry. Evidence concerning the reluctance of the shoot-
ers has been discussed previously. Brockett’s desertion
at the crucial moment probably increased that reluc-
tance. Some of the Ruffians might have followed
Brockett when he left the edge of the ravine, but Ham-
ilton’s leadership was a force to be reckoned with. Still,
if the situation soured Brockett, it must have been
equally revolting to at least a few of the others; their
shooting could have been deliberately inaccurate.

The fact that authorities failed to seek out the
Hamiltons and return them to Kansas for prosecution
is troublesome. But it would have been virtually impos-
sible to obtain the cooperation of slave-state govern-

Four of the massacre victims were reburied at the Trading Post
cemetery under this monument.

ments during the period immediately following the
massacre, because of the sectional conflict between
North and South, and out of the question after pas-
sage of the 1859 Amnesty Act by the territorial legisla-
ture. The Amnesty Act was ignored during the war, as
demonstrated by the trial and execution of William
Griffith, but it remained on Kansas statute books and
would have rendered post—Civil War attempts to ex-
tradite the Hamiltons ludicrous. In any event, it ap-
pears that Kansas authorities made no such attempts.

William Griffith emerged as a scapegoat during
the Civil War, at a time when the fires of border war-
fare had been rekindled and were burning hotly; his
execution probably did much to sate the public appe-
tite for vengeance. Griffith’s trial and conviction were
within the legal tradition of the period, but the hang-
ing flagrantly violated the Kansas statute governing
procedures for such events. According to the law, exe-
cutions were to be conducted “in a private enclosure,”
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94 Kansas History

sionally to visit her husband’s grave. A newspaper re-
porter who interviewed her during one such visit re-
called many years later that she was a “slight, delicate
and very pretty woman . . . with the gentle dignity of
one who has suffered and endured.””?

The Hamilton brothers had indeed returned to
Georgia after the massacre. Dr. George P. Hamilton
joined his aging father at Rome, in Floyd County. Ac-
cording to reports, he soon traveled to Mississippi,
where he contracted yellow fever. Whatever the cause,
he died in June 1859, less than thirteen months after
that bloody day in the valley of the Marais des Cygnes.
Algernon S. Hamilton established a law practice in
Jones County, his father’s birthplace, located south of
Atlanta. When the Civil War came he received a cap-
taincy and by 1863 had risen to the rank of lieutenant
colonel, commanding the Sixty-sixth Georgia Infantry
in the Army of Tennessee. He was badly wounded at
the Battle of Franklin in 1864. Franklin was a disaster
for the Confederacy, but Al Hamilton received a
laudatory comment in his commanding general’s after-
action report. He returned to his law practice when
the Confederacy fell and became one of Jones County’s
most respected citizens. In 1877, he was elected to the
Georgia constitutional convention, following which he
served a term in the Georgia Senate. He died of natu-
ral causes in 1886.7

In his hasty departure from Kansas Territory,
Capt. Charles A. Hamilton abandoned nearly all of
his material assets. After an unsuccessful attempt at
establishing a plantation in Cass County, Georgia, he
failed at a similar venture in neighboring Floyd
County. Almost totally insolvent, he applied for bank-
ruptcy. On the day following the court’s judgment he
departed for Texas, probably with financial assistance
from his father. Settling near Waco, he soon estab-
lished a prosperous plantation and acquired a stable of
fine racehorses. During the Civil War, the Texas gover-
nor appointed Charles Hamilton to a three-man com-
mission charged with cementing relations between the
Confederacy and the Five Civilized Tribes in neigh-
boring Indian Territory (present Oklahoma). Follow-
ing the war, he joined brother Al in Jones County,

72. Linn County Republic, May 28, 1897.

73. Carolyn White Williams, History of Jones County, Georgia, for
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1957), 24, 45, 185, 194, 358, 441, 53840, 544, 549; Battey, History
of Rome and Floyd County, 1:631; Civil War Service Record, LTC Al-
gernon S. Hamilton, Sixty-sixth Georgia Infantry, microfilm,
GDAH; War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies (Washington: Government Printing Of-
fice, 1890—1901), ser. 1, vol. 28, 2:328; vol. 31, 3:885; vol. 32,
2:588; vol. 45, 1:686—87; Rice, “Capt. Charles A. Hamelton,” 466 —
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Georgia, where he became a planter and politician.
During Reconstruction days, Hamilton and his
brother collaborated with other Jones County
stalwarts in resisting the “carpetbag” government. Be-
cause of his leadership in local affairs, he was elected
to the Georgia House of Representatives in 1873, serv-
ing one term. Hamilton, who was admired as a sports-
man and breeder of fine horses and dogs, presided as
master of ceremonies at Jones County fox hunts. Many
Georgia gentlemen traveled long distances to partici-
pate in those convivial three-day affairs. Always the
gracious and genial host, Hamilton loved to tell stories
about the cunning fox outwitting the huntsmen and
dogs. He was never happier than when racing horses
or riding to the hounds. In 1880, he suffered a seizure
while on horseback, falling to the ground dead.™
Today Kansas sightseers and out-of-state tourists
eat their picnic lunches under the whispering boughs
of pine trees in the state park located on the formerly
bald hilltop that overlooks the site of the Marais des
Cygnes Massacre. Following lunch, they walk to the
rock shelf from which Hamilton’s men gunned down
their captives; there, they read the inscriptions on the
monument that commemorates the tragedy. Before
leaving the park, most will visit the museum in the re-
stored cabin near the sites of John Brown’s fort and
Ely Snyder’s blacksmith shop.

74. Williams, History of Jones County, Georgia, 60—63, 170, 538—
41; Rice, “Capt. Charles A. Hamelton,” 466—67; Rice to Moody, in
“Marais des Cygnes Massacre,” 209—10; History of the State of Kansas,
1106; War of the Rebellion, ser. 4, vol. 1, 322—25; Military Records,
1846—1848, file 1, GDAH; Hamilton to Crawford, September 25,
1847, GDAH; and Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of
Georgia, 1873, 5.

According to some reports, Charles Hamilton received a col-
onelcy during the Civil War and commanded a Texas volunteer regi-
ment in Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia. Those reports
are erroneous, for Hamilton’s name does not appear in the Army of
Northern Virginia’s order of battle; nor does it appear in any Con-
federate army’s order of battle. Reports of Charles Hamilton’s activi-
ties in Jones County, Georgia, during the postbellum years usually
use the honorific title “Captain,” the rank he held during the Mexi-
can War.





