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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

Pawnee Rock is located in the southwest corner of Barton

high, Orlglnally it is said to have been twice “that height and
mich the highest ground for miles, Matt Field, who “traveled the
Santa Fe trail in 18L0, later wrote, "Pawnee Rock ‘springs like
a huge wart from the carpeted green of the prairie,t

Traders, soldiers, emigrants, and others passing the site
carved or chiseled their names into the front of the rugged mass
of browm sandstone, Some of these names are still discernible
anong the: gralfiti and names of more recent visitors,

. A considerable portlon of the rock was removed by homesteaders

to use in buildings and by the Santa Fe railroad to lay its road- b
bed_;_ along the route of the old trail, m
" Atop the rock at the present time is a memorial monument, m
plcmc area, and a pergola, from the top of which visitors can

view the Arkansas river valley and the route of he Santa Fe trail, -
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

v

Pawnee Rock yas for many years a place where Comanche,
Kiowa, Arapshoe, Coeyerme, and Pawnee tribes held their councils
of war and peace, tany Indian battles were fought nesrby in
the days befere the white men came to Xansas,

Pawmee Rock was a landmark on the Santa Fe trail, serving
as a lookout place for both white men and Indians, as well as
a rendezvous and ambush for the Indiens, It was a favorite
camping spot for caravans bound for Santa Fe because once
camped there, the rock afforded somé protection against
hosiile Indians,

Heny travelers and traders on the Santa Fe trail cone
sidered Pawnee Rock the most dangerous place on the Cenbral
Plains for encounters with the Indians, T
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"NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION:
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this properly for inclusion
in the Mational Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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