
Early Settlers, River Trade, and Prairie Life
A guided tour for second through fourth grade
Grinter Place State Historic Site • Kansas City

A trip to Grinter Place isn’t just a look inside the 

oldest home in Wyandotte County, it’s a step back 

to the days of frontier life. This guided tour 

provides an opportunity for  students to learn  

the history of the area while participating in a 

unique educational experience.

This two-hour tour includes a visit to the 

Grinter’s house plus a choice of three activities 

designed to stimulate students’ multiple 

intelligences: dancing the Virginia Reel, washing 

clothes with a washboard and tub, baking  biscuits 

on a wood-burning stove, or creating a quilt block.

This tour can be adapted for second  

graders who are comparing life “then and now,” 

third graders studying  community life, and fourth 

graders learning about Kansas and regions of the 

United States. 

Information:
•��Teachers�need�to�contact�the�site�administrator�
at least two weeks in advance to schedule the 
tour and choose three activities for students.
•��120-minute�interactive�experience
•�$2�per�student�–�includes�admission�fee.

Contact:  
Grinter Place
1420�South�78th�Street 
Kansas�City�KS�66111-3208
913-299-0373�•�grinter@kshs.org
kshs.org/grinter_place 
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To supplement the tour, teachers will each receive a copy of 
Read Kansas lesson developed for their specific grade level: 
• Second grade Read Kansas “Kansas Prairie Homes”
• Third grade Read Kansas “Historic Places in Kansas” 
•  Fourth grade Read Kansas! “Connecting Kansas: Past and 

Present”

Kansas Standards on back
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Kansas Standards

Standard 4 – Societies experience continuity and change over time.

Second grade  
History: 
Benchmark 1 –The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time through the  
study of daily life.  
     Skills: 
     •  Using historical information, artifacts and documents acquired from a variety of sources to investigate the past.

     •  Asking and answering such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding 
of key details (KCCRS RI.2.1)

Geography: 
Benchmark 3 – The student will investigate settlement patterns to draw conclusions about a sense of place in 
their community. 
     Skills: 
     •  Observe, explore and compare human and physical characteristics of their community. 

Third Grade  
History: 
Benchmark 1 – The student will recognize and evaluate the significant people and events that shaped their home  
town. They will understand the motivation and accomplishments of notable individuals, particularly early settlers, 
entrepreneurs, and civic and cultural leaders specific to their home town. 
     Skills:  
     •  Evaluate events from multiple perspectives.

Economics: 
Benchmark 1 – The student will recognize that limited resources require people to make choices to satisfy their wants 
for goods and services. 
     Skills: 
     • Explain how location impacts supply and demand.

Fourth Grade  
History: 
Benchmark 1 – The student will recognize and evaluate the significant people and events that shaped Kansas. They 
will also analyze impact of transportation routes in Kansas and other regions of the country. 
     Skills: 
     • Recognize historical perspectives 
     • Analyze multiple perspectives

Economics: 
Benchmark 1 – The students will recognize and evaluate how limited resources require choices. 
     Skills: 
     • Define goods, services, consumers, economy, cost/benefit


