Kansas History as Published in the Press

The story of Robidoux, a Missourian of French ancestry who was
the earliest trader in western Nebraska, operating trading posts and
blacksmith shops during the gold rush of 1849 era, is told in “Robi-
doux’s Trading Post at ‘Scott’s Bluffs,’ and the California Gold
Rush,” by Merrill J. Mattes, printed in Nebraska History, Lincoln,
June, 1949. Mattes made an interesting discovery as a result of
one of Dr. Robert Taft’s articles in The Kansas Historical Quar-
terly. Taft’s story on Heinrich Balduin Méllhausen, appearing in
the August, 1948, number, featured a picture of one of Robidoux’s
trading posts. It was the only known contemporary picture of
a post he had at Scotts Bluff, and with this picture in hand, Mattes
was able definitely to establish the site of the 1851 post in Carter
canyon.

Articles of historical interest in the June, 1949, number of the
Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science, Lawrence, in-
cluded: “Man’s Disorder of Nature’s Design in the Great Plains,”
by F. W. Albertson; “Research and Stripland Reclamation in Kan-
sas,” by Fred P. Eshbaugh; “Crustacea in Eastern Kansas,” by
A. B. Leonard and L. H. Ponder; “Lead-Silver Molds of the Osage
Indians,” by George E. Fay, and “Kansas Botanical Notes, 1948,”
by Frank C. Gates.

The life of Carry Nation was the subject of a stage production,
“Cyeclone in Petticoats,” created and presented by Barbara Gene
Corey of Topeka as her senior project at Bennington College, Ben-
nington, Vt., where the play was staged in June, 1949. Miss Corey’s
story of the play was told in the Wichita Sunday Eagle, August
7, 1949,

A history of Morton county was published in the Morton County
Record, Rolla, June 3, 10, 17 and 24, 1949. The Record reported
that the first permanent settlement in the county was made in 1879
by the Beatty brothers.

The Johnson County Democrat, Olathe, June 9, 1949, reprinted
from the Kansas City (Mo.) Star a brief historical sketech of Coun-
tryside addition in Johnson county. A stone and mortar wall, said
to be the foundation of a house built by John Prophet, a Shawnee
Indian who once held title to 2,000 acres in the area, still remains.
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The addition was acquired about 20 years ago by Frank Hodges,
Olathe lumberman, and is now covered by homes. An article on the
Silverheels family, by Mrs. Tom Davis, appeared in the Johnson
County Herald, Overland Park, July 28. Moses Silverheels, a Shaw-
nee Indian, received land in present Johnson county under the treaty
between the U. S. government and the Shawnee Indians concluded
May 10, 1854. A packet of historical documents, including Olathe’s
incorporation documents of 1859 and 1868, was recently discovered
in the Johnson county probate court.

Historical articles of interest to Kansans in recent issues of the
Kansas City (Mo.) Star included: “Chautauqua Brought Cultural
Life to the Middle West in the Last Century,” Ottawa was the cen-
ter of the movement in the Middle West, by Charles Arthur Hawley,
June 14, 1949; “Hard Work Is Real Route to Success, Says a
Woman Who Has Achieved It,” the success story of Mrs. Olive Ann
Beech of Wichita, by John Wheeler, June 20; “Amelia Earhart’s
Fate Still Debated Twelve Years After Her Disappearance,” July 2;
“Kansas City May See Its Own History in the Railroad Fair's
Pageant,” a description of the historical pageant “Wheels A-Roll-
ing,” by E. B. Garnett, and “The Once-Arid Plains of Kansas Now
Are Dotted With Shimmering Lakes,” with photographs, by Hughes
Rudd, July 10; “Famous Points in Germany Visited by U. S. Chil-
dren,” under the direction of Fred L. Miller of Topeka, American
children going to school in Germany are visiting famous places,
August 7; “Mother Bickerdyke Helped Kansas After Heroic Serv-
ice With the Union Army,” by Louis O. Honig, August 19; “Saga
of a Boilermaker—Harry Darby,” by Richard B. Fowler, and “A
Bottle-Throwing Bird Man [Ralph Ellis] Stirred Up Legal Row at
K. U.,” the story behind the court fight between Ellis’ widow and
the University of Kansas over 65,000 books on birds, by Alvin S.
MecCoy, August 21, and “In a Booming Season of Mid-Western
Fairs, Abilene, Kas., Stages Its 80th Celebration,” pictures of ex-
hibits with brief comments, August 28. Articles in the Kansas City
(Mo.) Times included: “Only Two Survivors of Quaint Dutch
Windmills Which Ground Kansas Grain,” Wamego and Smith Cen-
ter have pioneer structures preserved as historical relies, by Mar-
garet Whittemore, July 22; “Wing of Memorial on Oregon Trail
Honors William H. Jackson, Pioneer,” a wing of the Scottsbluff
(Neb.) National Monument museum dedicated to honor Jackson,
by Col. E. P. Gempel, July 27; “Little Remains of Town [Quindaro]
Which Was an Outpost of Free-Staters,” July 29; “Landmarks
















